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Introduction
“The saddest life belongs to someone who never learns who God
is or how to communicate with Him.”

Imagine what your life would be like if you went through your whole life and never knew your
parents or talked to your Mom or Dad. Or, your only conversation with them was asking for
things. Or everything you said to them or did for them was only in order to get things for
yourself. How empty that would be.
Our purpose in life is to know God. You cannot know someone without communicating with
them. Likewise, you cannot know God without communicating with Him.
And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom You have sent. —John 17:3, NKJV
In the beginning of human history, God creates Adam, the first recorded man, and talks
to him face to face. Then, the Lord God forms a comparable person to him—a helper, a
“womb-man” to be Adam’s companion. Adam named her Eve
Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness. They will
rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the livestock, all the earth, and the
creatures that crawl on the earth.” So God created man in His own image; He created
him in the image of God; He created them male and female. —Genesis 1:26-27 HCSB
The man gave names to all the livestock, to the birds of the sky, and to every wild
animal; but for the man no helper was found as his complement. So the Lord God
caused a deep sleep to come over the man, and he slept. God took one of his ribs and
closed the flesh at that place. Then the Lord God made the rib He had taken from the
man into a woman and brought her to the man. And the man said: This one, at last, is
bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh; this one will be called “woman,” for she was
taken from man. This is why a man leaves his father and mother and bonds with
his wife, and they become one flesh. —Genesis 2:20-24, HCSB
But, after Adam and Eve sinned, they lose sight of God. Instead of seeing the Lord
clearly, they only hear God’s voice.
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Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that in the
day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and
evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to
the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also
gave to her husband with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both of them were opened,
and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made
themselves coverings. And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the
garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. —Genesis 3:4-8, NKJV
Did God disappear? No. Sin separated Adam and Eve from clear communication with
God. The Lord’s goal since sin entered the world, is to reconcile mankind back to Himself—
that means He wants to restore a clear connection.
Matthew 18:11, NKJV - 11 For the Son of Man has come to save that which was lost.
We were designed and destined for a face-to-face relationship with God with “full audio
and video”. In other words, the Lord wants us to hear, see and interact with Him continually.
Do we all experience that level of relationship with God right now? No, but it is possible.
How can we understand who God is?
Consider the relationship between a newborn infant and his parent. How can that baby, who
knows nothing, perceive who his parent is? Through experience.
We learn who God is through a lifetime of experiences.
For example, when an infant is first born, his father
is just someone who feeds him. He has no concept
of how much he is loved, and he has no knowledge
of his father. The infant does not even know his
father’s name, nor can he communicate with him.
As he interacts with his father and mother, this
changes. The child watches the parents’ mouths,
imitates their speech and their actions. The child is
transformed by the presence of his parents.
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My First Encounter with God
My earliest experience with God was in church as a child. I was five years old and for
some reason I ended up going to my father’s Sunday School class instead of the children’s
class. I remember being very happy about this because I loved hanging around my Daddy,
and I thought the men’s Sunday School Class was way more interesting than what was taught
to the Kindergarten Class.
The men’s discussion was on “speaking in tongues”. The debate was heated as far as
how the Bible should be interpreted on that issue. Some men thought speaking in tongues
ceased a long time ago. Others argued: “No, it is for today.” Well, I felt very strongly there
could be no such thing because speaking in tongues sounded crazy to me. I held my tongue
because I was a child in an adult class. But I was always very curious and opinionated. So
later, when my Dad wasn’t looking, I went up to the teacher and asked him more questions
about speaking in tongues. I argued with the teacher that speaking in tongues wasn’t biblical. I
was soon to find out I was very wrong.
Later that day in worship service, the pastor preached a fiery message about heaven
and hell. He said you must repent and be saved. I just remember feeling extremely hot like
fire was coming all over me from the inside and burning, but I was not burning up. It was not
painful, just very hot like I was on fire. I looked around to see if anyone else was on fire.
People just kept singing the selected hymn and ignoring me. I wondered why no one was
helping me because it was so obvious that I was on fire. I thought, “I'm going to die here if
someone does not help me because I'm on fire!”
Then I heard the message to come forward if you wanted to receive Christ as your Savior. I
knew in an instant that I was a sinner and I needed to be saved. Think about a 5-year-old
already being convicted of sin--that's nothing but the Holy Spirit! Convicting me about arguing
with an adult over the gift of speaking in tongues, which I knew nothing about.
I began walking towards the pastor at the front of the church. Several adults tried to stop me
because they felt such a young child probably did not understand the message about heaven
and hell and could not really make an honest decision.
“Go sit down, baby,” they said. “This is the altar call.”
“I know. I want to be saved,” I insisted.
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“Do you know what you are doing?” they kept asking. “Your decision for Jesus must be
sincere.”
I persisted and they allowed me to come forward. After receiving Jesus, the fiery feeling
subsided and peace washed over me. My life was changed. (I already had a good life, but it
was fuller with God.) Soon after, my parents signed me up to be baptized. I was so excited for
this since I witnessed many baptisms and knew exactly what to expect—now I would get to
wear the white robe and go under the water. (Anytime you can go underwater as a child is
thrilling—especially when you know your church will have a little reception after the baptism
with cake!)
I remember that day very clearly, going under the water and coming up feeling brand new.
After the ceremony, I went out to play in the backyard of my parent’s home in my pretty white
dress. The sky was the purest blue I'd ever seen with clouds so close to the earth I thought I
could touch them. I sat on the lush, green grass and looked for shapes in the clouds--one of
my favorite games as a child. To me the earth sparkled--it was a brand-new world. I peered
into the sky and laughed because I felt like God was looking right at me and smiling. I knew
He was watching over me. I felt totally safe and protected. I felt like I was in the world that He
created just for me an and it was the most amazing feeling. Ever since that day, I knew for a
fact, beyond a shadow of a doubt that God is real and that He is my Father who loves me.
I call this moment: “Baby’s first smile.” This is the moment you become aware that God is your
Father and He loves you.
Have you had a “baby’s first smile” encounter with God? If not, I hope you experience
this soon. God, just like any loving parent, longs for the moment that tiny infant looks directly
into His eyes and smiles. The baby “recognizes” the Person who has been loving her all
along. Now God is not just some man-made concept that might be true. He is Abba Father. As
a follower of Jesus Christ, you are His child. No doubt about it.
As believers, we are continually transformed by the Presence of God. We learn who
God is through a series of ongoing interactions with him. Each experience becomes a
memory you share with Him. Your relationship become deeper and more rewarding as you
recall all the good times, difficult times and yes, even trials. Every encounter with God knits
you closer to Him. If you have already been born-again through Jesus Christ, don’t just stop
there. If you have not, what are you waiting for? Being born into the family of God is the most
meaningful experience you can have in life—it is what you were created for.
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Step 1: You must be born-again.
There is no point in trying to have any type of supernatural encounter without going through
Jesus Christ. Your sincere prayer to the Lord is what saves you. If you are wondering why you
need to be saved, please understand…
EVERY PERSON on earth has sinned and needs salvation through Jesus Christ. The
requirement for entrance into Heaven is absolute perfection. So even though you may be a
good person, you are not good enough. No one is. All humans are born with the “sin”
disease—it’s just a matter of time before you see the symptoms.
John 3:3, New King James Version - 3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most
assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
To understand this point, consider a new-born baby—all of them are so cute and
innocent, right? Now consider that same child fifteen years later as a teenager who has
received no discipline. Is cute, little Tommy still innocent and well-behaved? No. Before we
even reach our teenage years, we have all lied, stolen, gossiped, held grudges, lost our
temper, envied others, mistreated someone, and have been disobedient to our parents at least
once. (Did you know that being disobedient to parents is a sin? Yes! It is the fifth of God’s ten
commandments listed in Exodus 20).
So, no one is good enough to get into God’s kingdom based on his own behavior.
Romans 3:23, New King James Version - "For ALL have sinned and fallen short of
the glory of God."
Jesus, God the Son, loves you and wants to save you from death and hell. When we
come to God through Jesus, we experience a spiritual new birth.
Romans 6:23, New King James Version - "For the wages of sin is death, but the gift
of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord."
God sent His Son Jesus to pay the price for our sins. That's why everyone must receive
the gift of redemption through Jesus Christ. He paid for our sins with his life and blood.
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Leviticus 17:11, New King James Version - 11 For the life of the flesh is in the blood,
and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the
blood that makes atonement for the soul.’
Hebrews 10:12, New Living Translation - 12 But our High Priest (Jesus) offered
himself to God as a single sacrifice for sins, good for all time. Then He sat down in the
place of honor at God’s right hand. (parenthesis, mine)
John 3:16-17, New King James Version - 16 For God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world,
but that the world through Him might be saved.
The blood of JESUS destroys every curse and has power to redeem every sinner, including
me. (I am so glad I accepted Jesus' offer of salvation--there is so much joy and peace in Him!)
The number one sin is pride. Pride says, "I decide what is right and what is wrong" and
refuses to submit to God, The Creator and King.
Colossians 2:8-10, New Living Translation - 8 Don’t let anyone capture you with
empty philosophies and high-sounding nonsense that come from human thinking and
from the spiritual powers of this world, rather than from Christ. 9 For in Christ lives all
the fullness of God in a human body. 10 So you also are complete through your union
with Christ, who is the head over every ruler and authority.
The humble come to God and receive forgiveness for all their sins.
1 John 1:9-10, New King James Version - 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that
we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.
God will judge sin. So, we all need to come out of sin and into Jesus Christ.
Revelation 22:13-15, New King James Version - 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega,
the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last.” 14 Blessed are those who do His
commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through
the gates into the city. 15 But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and
murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie.
More than anything, Jesus wants you to accept his offer of eternal life with Him.
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Ezekiel 33:11 New King James Version - 11 Say to them: ‘As I live,’ says the Lord
God, ‘I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his
way and live.
Romans 10:9-10, Holman Christian Standard Bible - 9 If you confess with your
mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead,
you will be saved. 10 One believes with the heart, resulting in righteousness, and one
confesses with the mouth, resulting in salvation.
If you have not already officially prayed for salvation and established a relationship with
the Lord, do that now by sincerely praying right now. The sample prayer below is a guide
or you can just talk to God from your heart. The important thing is that you must be honest and
truly mean what you are saying…
Dear God, I’m a sinner. I’m sorry for my sins. I want to turn from my sins. I believe
Jesus Christ is your Son. I believe He died for my sin and that You raised Him to life. I
want to trust Him as my Savior and follow Him as Lord from this day forward. Jesus, I
put my trust in You and I surrender my life to You. Please come into my life and fill me
with Your Holy Spirit. I pray this in the name of Jesus. Amen.*
*Sample Salvation prayer from the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association.
If you just prayed and asked Jesus to come into your life, congratulations! You made the most
important decision of your entire life. God is rejoicing over you right now and so are the angels
in Heaven.
Luke 15:10, New King James Version - 10 Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the
presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”
Just Saved? For links to free resources to visit http://donotgotohell.com/just-saved/
God has now given you a precious gift until it is your time to return to Him in Heaven—
His Holy Spirit.
Ephesians 1:13-14, Living Bible - 13 And because of what Christ did, all you others
too, who heard the Good News about how to be saved, and trusted Christ, were marked
as belonging to Christ by the Holy Spirit, who long ago had been promised to all of us
Christians. 14 His presence within us is God’s guarantee that he really will give us all
that he promised; and the Spirit’s seal upon us means that God has already purchased
us and that he guarantees to bring us to himself. This is just one more reason for us to
praise our glorious God..
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1 Corinthians 6:19, New King James Version - 19 Or do you not know that your body
is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not
your own?
God Himself dwells within us through the Holy Spirit and He helps us to live holy. We
are to become a living sacrifice.
Romans 12:1-3, Tree of Life Version - 12 I urge you therefore, brothers and sisters, by
the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice—holy, acceptable to God—
which is your spiritual service. 2 Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by
the renewing of your mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good
and acceptable and perfect.
Following the leading of the Holy Spirit brings joy to everyday life and The Holy Spirit gives us
power to display the character of God, be a witness for Jesus Christ, do signs and wonders in
the name of Jesus and have communion with God.
God is still the miracle-working God of the Old Testament. Miracles have not ceased. God still
communicates to men and women who call on His Name through the Word of God, the leading
of His Holy Spirit, other men and women of God, dreams, visions, and personal encounters.
So why aren’t all Christians experiencing the supernatural Presence of God?
Mark 9:23, New King James Version - Jesus said to him, “If you can believe, all things
are possible to him who believes.”

Step 2: You must live by faith.
Since God has given us many examples in the Bible, we need to believe what we read in
Scripture! We cannot communicate with God without faith. Notice, that we are not
commanded to live by understanding, if we had to know how everything worked and why God
does everything He does, we would be miserable. We just don’t have the capacity to
understand God completely. But He has given us the capacity to have faith in Him through the
Holy Spirit.
2 Corinthians 5:7, New King James Version - 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight.
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Hebrews 10:38, New King James Version - 38 Now the just shall live by faith; But if
anyone draws back, My soul has no pleasure in him.”
We must believe we can hear from God, talk to Him and see Him.
Hebrews 11:1, Living Bible – “What is faith? It is the confident assurance that
something we want is going to happen. It is the certainty that what we hope for is
waiting for us, even though we cannot see it up ahead.”
Just as a baby does not stop growing and developing a relationship with his parents after birth,
neither should Christians stop developing a relationship with God after being “born-again”.

If They Saw God, So Can You—Amazing Examples from The Bible.
We have many examples in the bible of people who got to know God and interacted with Him
by faith. Their accounts inspire us and teach us more about the nature of our Heavenly Father.

Adam and Eve—the first recorded man and woman, made in God’s image, had
complete fellowship with God until they yield to temptation and became responsible for sin
entering the world. They were the first to receive the prophecy about God’s plan for salvation
of the human race. We will discuss them in detail later. (Read Genesis Chapters 2-3.)

Cain and Abel—these twin sons of Adam and Eve competed for God’s approval. Cain
becomes jealous of Able and kills him when God accepts his brothers’ perfect offering and
rejects his unworthy one. God warns Cain to manage his anger. But, Cain refuses to master
his temper and murders his brother. Cain has no problem hearing from God even though he
just sinned. In fact, Cain is so familiar with the Lord he uses what I call “saucy mouth” when
God confronts him with his sin.

Genesis 4:1-9, New King James Version - Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain
was a tiller of the ground. 3 And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain brought
an offering of the fruit of the ground to the Lord. 4 Abel also brought of the firstborn of
his flock and of their fat. And the Lord respected Abel and his offering, 5 but He did not
respect Cain and his offering. And Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell. 6 So
the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen? 7 If
you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door.
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And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it.” 8 Now Cain talked with Abel his
brother; and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel
his brother and killed him. 9 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?”
He said, “I do not know. Am I my brother’s keeper?”

Noah—a righteous man, living in a wicked generation, heard God and obeyed the Lord’s
instructions to build an ark to save his family and many animals from the world-wide Flood.
Noah heard the Lord very clearly—he was able to precisely understand how to build an
enormous watertight ship according to God’s detailed instructions. Noah had a strong
relationship with the Lord to obediently work on this task for 120 years when it had never
rained or flooded on the earth before! After the prophesied Flood came to pass, Noah heard
the Lord make a covenant with him to never send a worldwide flood to destroy the world
again—God sealed His promise with a rainbow, which we still see in the skies today after it
rains. (Read Genesis Chapters 6-9 for the full account.)
Genesis 6:13-18, New King James Version - 13 And God said to Noah, “The end of
all flesh has come before Me, for the earth is filled with violence through them; and
behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 14 Make yourself an ark of gopherwood;
make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and outside with pitch. 15 And this is how
you shall make it: The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, its width fifty
cubits, and its height thirty cubits. 16 You shall make a window for the ark, and you shall
finish it to a cubit from above; and set the door of the ark in its side. You shall make it
with lower, second, and third decks. 17 And behold, I Myself am bringing floodwaters on
the earth, to destroy from under heaven all flesh in which is the breath of life; everything
that is on the earth shall die. 18 But I will establish My covenant with you; and you shall
go into the ark—you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you.
Genesis 9:12-15, New King James Version - 12 And God said: “This is the sign of the
covenant which I make between Me and you, and every living creature that is with you,
for perpetual generations: 13 I set My rainbow in the cloud, and it shall be for the sign of
the covenant between Me and the earth. 14 It shall be, when I bring a cloud over the
earth, that the rainbow shall be seen in the cloud; 15 and I will remember My covenant
which is between Me and you and every living creature of all flesh; the waters shall
never again become a flood to destroy all flesh.

Abraham and Sarah—This power couple, struggling with infertility, has such a strong
relationship with the God, the Lord stops by and has a meal with them and promises to bless
them with a son. Sarah considers her old age and laughs. But God has the last laugh-- This
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couple gives birth to miracle child Isaac when Abraham was 100 years old and Sarah was 90!
Isaac means “laughter” in Hebrew. (Read Genesis 18 and 21 for the full account)
Genesis 18:1-4, New King James Version – 1 Then the Lord appeared to him by the
terebinth trees of Mamre, as he was sitting in the tent door in the heat of the day. 2 So
he lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing by him; and when
he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them, and bowed himself to the ground,
3 and said, “My Lord, if I have now found favor in Your sight, do not pass on by Your
servant. 4 Please let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves
under the tree.
Genesis 18:9-14, New King James Version - 9 Then they said to him, “Where is
Sarah your wife?” So he said, “Here, in the tent.” 10 And He said, “I will certainly return
to you according to the time of life, and behold, Sarah your wife shall have a son.”
(Sarah was listening in the tent door which was behind him.) 11 Now Abraham and
Sarah were old, well advanced in age; and [b]Sarah had passed the age of
childbearing. 12 Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, “After I have grown old,
shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?” 13 And the Lord said to Abraham, “Why
did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Shall I surely bear a child, since I am old?’ 14 Is anything too
hard for the Lord? At the appointed time I will return to you, according to the time of life,
and Sarah shall have a son.”
Genesis 21:1-3, New King James Version - 1 And the Lord visited Sarah as He had
said, and the Lord did for Sarah as He had spoken. 2 For Sarah conceived and bore
Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of which God had spoken to him. 3 And
Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him—whom Sarah bore to him—
Isaac.

Hagar—this “other” woman (Sarah’s maid) agrees to have a child with Abraham (Sarah’s
husband) for Sarah because Sarah is infertile. But when Hagar conceives, there is too much
“baby mama drama”, so Sarah puts her out the house. But Hagar runs into “the God who sees
me” (El Roi in Hebrew) while wandering in the desert and He tells her to return home, submit
to Sarah and He would greatly multiply her child, Ishmael. (Read Genesis 16 for the full
account)
Genesis 16:7-9, New King James Version - 7 Now the Angel of the Lord found her by
a spring of water in the wilderness, by the spring on the way to Shur. 8 And He said,
“Hagar, Sarai’s maid, where have you come from, and where are you going?” She said,
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“I am fleeing from the presence of my mistress Sarai.” 9 The Angel of the Lord said to
her, “Return to your mistress, and submit yourself under her hand.” 10 Then the Angel
of the Lord said to her, “I will multiply your descendants exceedingly, so that they shall
not be counted for multitude.”
Genesis 16:13, New King James Version - 13 Then she called the name of the Lord
who spoke to her, You-Are-the-God-Who-Sees; for she said, “Have I also here seen
Him who sees me?”

Jacob (Israel)– Jacob (“trickster”) sees the Lord, wrestles with Him and the Lord renames
him Israel, which means “he who struggled with God and men and prevailed.” Then Jacob
sees the Lord again at Bethel, which means the gate of heaven.
Genesis 32:24-30, New King James Version - 24 Then Jacob was left alone; and a
Man wrestled with him until the breaking of day. 25 Now when He saw that He did not
prevail against him, He touched the socket of his hip; and the socket of Jacob’s hip was
out of joint as He wrestled with him. 26 And He said, “Let Me go, for the day breaks.”
But he said, “I will not let You go unless You bless me!” 27 So He said to him, “What is
your name?” He said, “Jacob.” 28 And He said, “Your name shall no longer be called
Jacob, but Israel; for you have struggled with God and with men, and have prevailed.”
29 Then Jacob asked, saying, “Tell me Your name, I pray.” And He said, “Why is it that
you ask about My name?” And He blessed him there. 30 So Jacob called the name of
the place Peniel: “For I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved.”
Genesis 35:9-13, New King James Version - 9 Then God appeared to Jacob again,
when he came from Padan Aram, and blessed him. 10 And God said to him, “Your
name is Jacob; your name shall not be called Jacob anymore, but Israel shall be your
name.” So He called his name Israel. 11 Also God said to him: “I am God Almighty. Be
fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall proceed from you, and
kings shall come from your body. 12 The land which I gave Abraham and Isaac I give to
you; and to your descendants after you I give this land.” 13 Then God went up from him
in the place where He talked with him.

Moses—a child adopted into luxury, turns runaway criminal, but becomes a miracleworking man of God and national hero who delivers all the Hebrews from slavery in Egypt.
How did this happen? Moses first sees God in a burning bush and goes on to have a face-toface relationship with God (Exodus 33:9-11; Exodus 34:1-8.) The Lord also came down and
proclaimed His Name to Moses…
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Exodus 34:5-7, New King James Version - 5 Now the Lord descended in the cloud
and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the Lord. 6 And the Lord passed
before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious,
longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth, 7 keeping mercy for thousands,
forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the
iniquity of the fathers upon the children and the children’s children to the third and the
fourth generation.”

Moses, Three priests and Seventy Elders of Israel—They all saw God at
the same time and ate a meal with Him!
Exodus 24:9-11, New King James Version - 9 Then Moses went up, also Aaron,
Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, 10 and they saw the God of
Israel. And there was under His feet as it were a paved work of sapphire stone, and it
was like the very heavens in its clarity. 11 But on the nobles of the children of Israel He
did not lay His hand. So, they saw God, and they ate and drank.

Elijah—served God and worked miracles until God decided to take him to Heaven without
dying. Elijah and the other prophets knew in advance God what day the Lord would come for
him. God sent for Elijah using chariots of fire from heaven!
2 Kings 2, New King James Version - 2 And it came to pass, when the Lord was
about to take up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from
Gilgal. 2 Then Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, please, for the Lord has sent me on to
Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as your soul lives, I will not leave you!”
So they went down to Bethel. 3 Now the sons of the prophets who were at Bethel came
out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that the Lord will take away your master
from over you today?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent!”
2 Kings 2:9-11, New King James Version - 9 And so it was, when they had crossed
over, that Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask! What may I do for you, before I am taken away
from you?” Elisha said, “Please let a double portion of your spirit be upon me.” 10 So he
said, “You have asked a hard thing. Nevertheless, if you see me when I am taken from
you, it shall be so for you; but if not, it shall not be so.” 11 Then it happened, as they
continued on and talked, that suddenly a chariot of fire appeared with horses of fire, and
separated the two of them; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.
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Two Men on The Road to Emmaus and The Twelve Disciples— saw
Jesus after he was resurrected.
Luke 24:33-42, New King James Version - 33 So they rose up that very hour and
returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven and those who were with them gathered
together, 34 saying, “The Lord is risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 35 And
they told about the things that had happened on the road, and how He was known to
them in the breaking of bread. 36 Now as they said these things, Jesus Himself stood in
the midst of them, and said to them, “Peace to you.” 37 But they were terrified and
frightened, and supposed they had seen a spirit. 38 And He said to them, “Why are you
troubled? And why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 Behold My hands and My feet,
that it is I Myself. Handle Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you
see I have.” 40 When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His feet. 41 But
while they still did not believe for joy, and marveled, He said to them, “Have you any
food here?” 42 So they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish and some honeycomb. 43
And He took it and ate in their presence.

The Apostle Paul and Over 500 Witnesses—saw the Lord after He was
resurrected at one time!
1 Corinthians 15:3-8, New King James Version - 3 For I delivered to you first of all
that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4
and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the
Scriptures, 5 and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. 6 After that He was
seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the
present, but some have fallen asleep. 7 After that He was seen by James, then by all
the apostles. 8 Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time.

The Apostle John—saw the Lord Jesus Christ in His glorified form and receives
detailed prophecies that are on the brink of being fulfilled. John heard and saw the Lord,
even after the Lord ascended to Heaven.
Revelation 1:9-18, New King James Version - 9 I, John, both your brother and
companion in the tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was on the
island that is called Patmos for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.
10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice, as of a
trumpet, 11 saying, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last,” and, “What
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you see, write in a book and send it to the seven churches which are in Asia: to
Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to
Laodicea.” 12 Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I
saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like
the Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest
with a golden band. 14 His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and
His eyes like a flame of fire; 15 His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace,
and His voice as the sound of many waters; 16 He had in His right hand seven stars,
out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, and His countenance was like the sun
shining in its strength. 17 And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His
right hand on me, saying to me, “Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last. 18 I am
He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the
keys of Hades and of Death. 19 Write the things which you have seen, and the things
which are, and the things which will take place after this.

All these people developed a relationship with the Lord God over the course of their
lives. In the midst of their struggles, disappointments and victories, God often revealed a new
aspect of Himself and another Name for us to call Him today. To review an extensive list, read
"The names of God in the Bible" GOD/By David Sorensen;
https://www.godisreal.today/names-of-god/ But, just a few of them are…
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Elohim (God)
Yahweh (Lord, Jehovah)
El Elyon (The Most High God)
Adonai (Lord, Master)
El Roi (The God Who Sees Me)
El Shaddai (Lord God Almighty)
El Olam (The Everlasting God)
Jehovah Jireh (The Lord Will Provide)
Jehovah Rapha (The Lord Who Heals You)
Jehovah Nissi (The Lord Is My Banner)
El Qanna (Jealous God)
Jehovah Mekoddishkem (The Lord Who Sanctifies You)
Jehovah Shalom (The Lord Is Peace)
Jehovah Sabaoth (The Lord of Hosts)
Jehovah Raah (The Lord Is My Shepherd)
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•
•

Jehovah Tsidkenu (The Lord Our Righteousness)
Jehovah Shammah (The Lord Is There)

What experiences have you had with God? Do you know Him as Provider, Healer, the God
Who Sees Me or the Almighty God? If you want to get close to God, hear His voice and see
Him, the opportunity is still available to you.
God promises we can still have supernatural encounters with Him in His Word…
Acts 2:17-20, New King James Version - 17 ‘And it shall come to pass in the last
days, says God, That I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy, Your young men shall see visions, Your old men shall dream
dreams.18 And on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in
those days; And they shall prophesy.
So, we see the Bible features many men and women who had supernatural encounters with
God—they “knew” Him, heard His Voice and some saw Him too! However, one of the most
captivating accounts is found in the life of Enoch.

The Ultimate Encounter with God—
Crossover like Enoch.
Enoch was the first man recorded to go straight into Heaven without dying because of
his close relationship with God. He is the first recorded “rapture.” The word rapture is a
Latin translation (“rapturo”) of the Greek word “harpazo” which means “to snatch or take away
suddenly”.
Genesis 5:22-25, New King James Version - 22 After he begot Methuselah, Enoch
walked with God three hundred years, and had sons and daughters. 23 So all the days
of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years. 24 And Enoch walked with God; and
he was not, for God took him.
The word “took” in this scripture comes from the Hebrew word “laqach”, which means
“to take, get, fetch, lay hold of, seize, receive, acquire, buy, bring, marry, take a wife, snatch,
take away”. (In Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible, “Laqach” is reference number
H3947)
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The Bible says Enoch walked with God for three hundred years (man’s lifespan was much
longer in ancient times). The word “walk” used in this scripture comes from the Hebrew word
“halak”. One of the meanings of this word is to be “continually conversant”. So, Enoch was in
continual communications with God for 300 years! How much do you think you could learn if
you talked to God continually for 300 years?
Hebrews 11:5-6, New King James Version - 5 By faith Enoch was taken away so that he
did not see death, “and was not found, because God had taken him”; for before he was
taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God. 6 But without faith it is impossible to
please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a
rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.
I read and reread this scripture for many years, knowing that God placed this brief testimony
about a man of incredible faith for a reason. Every word of the Bible is written to communicate.
There are no idle words in the Bible.
2 Timothy 3:16, New King James Version - 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness,
So, what is Enoch’s account supposed to teach us? Enoch’s faith is described to give us
an example in the beginning (Genesis) of what will happen to men and women who have faith
in God in the future—they will be “taken” by God directly to Heaven without dying. Is there a
scriptural basis for this? Yes!
Matthew 24:37-44, New King James Version - 37 But as the days of Noah were, so
also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 38 For as in the days before the flood, they
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah
entered the ark, 39 and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so
also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 40 Then two men will be in the field: one will
be taken and the other left. 41 Two women will be grinding at the mill: one will be
taken and the other left. 42 Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord
is coming. 43 But know this, that if the master of the house had known what [b]hour the
thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into.
44 Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not
expect.
John 14:1-3, New King James Version - 14 “Let not your heart be troubled; you
believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My Father’s house are many [a]mansions; if it
were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and
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prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am,
there you may be also.
The word “taken” and “receive you” in both passages comes from the Greek word
“paralambano” which is G3880 in Strong’s Exhaustive Bible Concordance. Paralambano
means to “to take with one's self, to join to one's self and to receive something
transmitted. It has a numerical value of 1105. (Greek and Hebrew are both alpha-numeric
languages, which means each letter of the alphabet also has a number associated with it. In
the Hebrew language each letter also has a meaning associated with it. So, you can gain
additional understanding of the scriptures by learning the values associated with words,
names of people, places or even entire passages of scripture. This is called Biblical Hebrew
Gematria.)
Is it a coincidence that the value of the word “paralambano” is 1105 and the scripture in
the book of Hebrews (which means “cross-over”) talks about Enoch being taken is
Hebrews 11:05? Not likely.
Hebrews 11:5, King James Version - 5 By faith Enoch was translated that he
should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before
his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God. 6 But without faith it is
impossible to please Him: for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that
He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.
This reference to Enoch being taken away or translated without seeing death was written in
the New Testament to let us know that this supernatural encounter with God was not just a
one-time event in the Old Testament.
The close fellowship Enoch had with God, along with countless other men and women
listed in Scripture, is possible for us too.
Romans 2:11, King James Version - 11 For there is no respect of persons with God.
Scripture tells us plainly that God does not show partiality. The Lord offers the opportunity
to “know” Him to all people. Yet, how many people decide to pursue a close relationship with
God? Not enough. Well, I decided to diligently seek the Lord just like Enoch and I discovered
that God is faithful to His Word.
I saw the Lord too. What did He say?

The Lord said: “Tell people how to get close to Me.”
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So, I am writing to you to share the heart of Abba Father longing for His children. The Lord
wants to bring you home to Heaven, but you must have a relationship with Him and know Him
for yourself. It is time to cross-over and restore communication between you and your
Heavenly Father. If you are ready to diligently seek the Lord and experience the most amazing
relationship you could imagine, you need to first understand “Who” God is.

Step Three: Understand God’s Nature.
Understand that God is a Person. He is The Ultimate Personality. We have personalities
because He has personality too! We are made in the image and likeness of God. Our God is
God in Three Persons--Father, Son and Spirit.

1 John 5:7-9, New King James Version - 7 For there are three that bear witness in
heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one.
This is also called The Holy Trinity or Tri-Unity. Is this concept in the Old Testament?
Yes.
Deuteronomy 6:4, King James Version - Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one
LORD:
In Hebrew, the original language of the Old Testament, the scripture above uses the word
“echad” to describe the “one-ness” of God. Take a look at Deuteronomy 6:4 again with the
Hebrew meaning highlighted in parenthesis.
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Deuteronomy 6:4, King James Version - 4 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord (Yehovah—the
Existing One) our God (elohiym--a masculine plural noun for gods or God), is one
(echad—one or united) Lord (Yehovah—the Existing One)!
Now, plug in the original meaning from Hebrew it reads this way…Yehovah—the Existing One,
our Gods, is One or United, Yehovah—the Existing One. This word “echad’ is also used
elsewhere in the Bible when describing the unity of marriage.
Genesis 2:24, King James Version - Therefore shall a man leave his father and his
mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.
Jesus, the Son of God, prays that all His believers will experience this “one-ness” that
He shares with God the Father.
John 17:20-23, New King James Version - 20 “I do not pray for these alone, but also for
those who will believe in Me through their word; 21 that they all may be one, as You,
Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may
believe that You sent Me. 22 And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that
they may be one just as We are one: 23 I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made
perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them
as You have loved Me.
NOTE: For more information on this subject, visit
https://hebrew4christians.com/Names_of_G-d/Trinity/trinity.html
If God says He is One in Three Persons—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—who are we to
argue with Him? God knows who He is, and He is not confused about who He is. Although it
may be difficult for us to understand this concept because we exist in one place, at one time,
in one physical body, does not mean that God is limited in the way we are. God is not limited.
In His Word, God tells us He exists in all places at all times and always has and always will as
Father, Son and Holy Spirit—and these three are One.
God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit are God—Jehovah, The Existing
One. Why is it important to know this? To deny the Son of God or the Spirit of God—is to
deny God (Jehovah).
Colossians 2:8-10, Living Bible - 8 Don’t let others spoil your faith and joy with their
philosophies, their wrong and shallow answers built on men’s thoughts and ideas,
instead of on what Christ has said. 9 For in Christ there is all of God in a human
body; 10 so you have everything when you have Christ, and you are filled with God
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through your union with Christ. He is the highest Ruler, with authority over every other
power.
Jesus is The Word of God made flesh and He has always existed as God.
John 1:1-3, New King James Version - 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All
things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.
John 1:14, New King James Version - 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full
of grace and truth.
John 17:1-5, New King James Version - 17 Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His
eyes to heaven, and said: “Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son
also may glorify You, 2 as You have given Him authority over all flesh, that He should
give eternal life to as many as You have given Him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they
may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 4 I have
glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do. 5
And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had
with You before the world was.
We are reconciled to God through our relationship with Jesus Christ.
John 3:16-18, Holman Christian Standard Bible - 16 “For God loved the world in this
way: He gave His One and Only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not
perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world that He
might condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through Him. 18 Anyone
who believes in Him is not condemned, but anyone who does not believe is already
condemned, because he has not believed in the name of the One and Only Son of God.
John 14:6, New King James Version - 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth,
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.
John 8:23-26, Holman Christian Standard Bible - 23 “You are from below,” He told
them, “I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. 24 Therefore I told
you that you will die in your sins. For if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in
your sins.”
The Holy Spirit is God and His presence in our lives is the guarantee of our redemption
through Jesus Christ.
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1 Corinthians 1:11-14, New King James Version - 13 In Him you also trusted, after
you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed,
you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is the guarantee of our
inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.
John 15:26, New King James Version - “But when the Helper comes, whom I shall
send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will
testify of Me.
Matthew 12:31-32, New King James Version - 31 “Therefore I say to you, every sin
and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be
forgiven men. 32 Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven
him; but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either
in this age or in the age to come.
When I say that God is a person, I do not mean that He is on our level. To be clear, God is
The Divine Creator who made the heavens and the earth. This does not mean that God is a
vapor or mysterious mist that cannot be known. Who decided that mankind (men and women)
should have a relationship with God? God did.
Genesis 1:26, New King James Version -- 26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in
Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea,
over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping
thing that creeps on the earth.”
Where did the concept of “personality” come from? Personality comes from the Lord.
God is The Person who created all people with personalities-- the dominant qualities that
distinguish one person from another. Our consciousness, intelligence, personality, form, and
emotions all come from The Lord.
So, what type of personality does Jesus have?

God’s Nature Shows His Nature
So, what is Jesus like? If you look at nature you see an expression of the Lord. God created
everything around us. You can tell what Jesus is like by looking at what He created: the sky,
the trees, the animals, the plants, water and everything that exists. His Creation is all an
extension of who He is, and it reveals more details about His Personality.
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Consider the sky for a moment. Think about all the varieties of a blue sky-- it's such a
pure color. It's mysterious. It can be breathtaking to look at the midnight blue sky, full of
majesty. Yet blue can also be cheerful. Have you ever had a bad day and then you step
outside and walk underneath a bright cobalt blue sky? All your troubles disappear. You get a
better perspective and somehow know that everything will be okay.
This is an aspect of Jesus’ personality—He is The Pure Problem-solver with so much
love, your troubles disappear in His presence. He is cool and calm at times. Sunny and
cheerful at others. Yet, an unreadable enigma at others. Have you ever gone through a period
where God is silent? I have. So, what do you do? Just wait in faith. He will speak when He
gets ready.
Now consider yourself. Aren’t you a little like Jesus in some way? You don’t have the
same mood all the time, you laugh, but you also cry. You get fighting mad, then forgive when
the person apologizes. You smile, you shout, you sing. You love a good joke, a favorite
memory. You never get tired of a happy ending. You love it when the hero saves the day.
Jesus is all those things. He is The Hero who saves the day, The Author of Once Upon a
Time and The Knight in Shining Armor. The God of “The Happy Ending”, has the ultimate
one planned for you—an eternity with Him in Heaven. If you think the earth is awesome, just
wait until you see Heaven.
In Galatians 5:22, we learn that the fruit of God’s Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faith, gentleness, self-control. Jesus personality is full of the fruit of
the Spirit. He's gentle, kind, and loving. The Bible also tells us that we cannot even imagine
how much he loves us. His love is as deep as the ocean and as pure as the sky above.
Imagine the ocean. It’s depth, the coolness of the waves, the gentleness of just emerging
yourself into water. That’ why most people love to swim in the ocean or at least listen to the
waves. It’s so relaxing and refreshing. When the Lord forgives us, the bible says the Lord casts
our sins into the sea. If you have ever dropped something in the ocean, you know how
impossible it is to find it again. So, when you repent, the Lord forgives you, He forgets all about
your sin--so should you. Just keep swimming in the depths of the Lord’s love.
Micah 7:18-20 New King James Version - 18 Who is a God like You, Pardoning
iniquity And passing over the transgression of the remnant of His heritage? He does not
retain His anger forever, Because He delights in mercy. 19 He will again have
compassion on us, And will subdue our iniquities. You will cast all our sins Into the
depths of the sea.
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Jesus’ temperament is like the sun in the sky. The word “sun” itself even just points to
Jesus. It’s spelled “sun”, of course. He is the Son. But what does the sun give us? Light,
warmth and life—everything living on earth is sustained by the sun (The Son). At the same
time, the sun can be fiery hot, right?

Jesus Is The Lion and The Lamb.
In the Bible, the Lord is compared to two creatures, which are opposites in nature--the
Lion and the Lamb. Jesus is the Lion of the Tribe of Judah--a Warrior King and Judge. Jesus
is also The Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. I have experienced both sides
of the Lord’s temperament.
Isaiah 53:7, New King James Version - 7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet
He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep
before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth.
John 1:29, New King James Version - The next day John saw Jesus coming toward
him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
1 Peter 1:18-19, Holman Christian Standard Bible - 18 For you know that you were
redeemed from your empty way of life inherited from the fathers, not with perishable
things like silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb
without defect or blemish.
The Lamb is gentle, humble and obedient. If a lamb walks into the room, the first thing you
might say is: “Oh the lamb is so sweet, so precious.” You just want to hug it and take the little
lamb with you everywhere you go. The Lord is as dear and innocent as a lamb. He does not
demand your attention, but He is very approachable and loving. That is one aspect of our
Lord—His humility and gentleness. Matthew 11:28-30 says…
“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take
My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” (New King
James Version)
But do not let the Lord’s quiet, soft-spoken nature fool you. There is a fiery side of
Christ Jesus. He is also the lion of the tribe of Judah—He is the descendant of Judah who
was prophesied to become King and Lawgiver of all people (Luke 3:33). If a lion walks into the
room, you don't have the same reaction as you do to the lamb. A lion’s roar can be heard for
up to five miles away and strikes terror into the hearts of animals. So, you don’t just run up to a
lion and hug it. No, you tremble from fear and you show respect. At the same time, you’re awestruck because of the majesty, beauty and strength of the lion. You know instantly when you
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are in the lion’s presence that he is the king of the jungle—no one needs to explain that to you.
Jesus is the King of kings and the Lord of lords. When He enters the room, you know exactly
who He is—no explanation needed.
Genesis 49:8-10 New King James Version - 8 “Judah, you are he whom your
brothers shall praise; Your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies; Your father’s
children shall bow down before you. 9 Judah is a lion’s whelp; From the prey, my son,
you have gone up. He bows down, he lies down as a lion; And as a lion, who shall
rouse him? 10 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor a lawgiver from between
his feet, Until Shiloh comes; And to Him shall be the obedience of the people.
Philippians 2:9-11 New King James Version - 9 Therefore God also has highly
exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name
of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of
those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Revelation 5:4-5 New King James Version - 4 So I wept much, because no one was
found worthy to open and read the scroll, or to look at it. 5 But one of the elders said to
me, “Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has
prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals.”
If you can understand the difference between the lion and the lamb, you can understand
two primary aspects of our Lord's personality--Jesus is loving and righteous. The same
Jesus who loved us enough to die for our sins is the same Jesus who will judge us and send
us to hell if we do not repent.
Luke 12:4-5 New King James Version - 4 “And I say to you, My friends, do not be
afraid of those who kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do. 5 But I
will show you whom you should fear: Fear Him who, after He has killed, has power to
cast into hell; yes, I say to you, fear Him!
Matthew 7:21-23 New King James Version - 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord,
Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in
heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your
name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And
then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice
lawlessness!’
There is not a conflict between the nature of our Loving and Righteous King. Because
God is loving, He must judge sin—it is the right thing to do. Imagine a parent with two children.
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One brother slaps the other brother and steals his belongings. Is it fair for the parent to do
absolutely nothing about it? Of course not. Any loving parent will confront the misbehaving
child and make them apologize and return the stolen items. If the child refuses to apologize
and refuses to change his harmful choices, he is in danger of being put out the house. The
loving parent gives the misbehaving child warnings and many chances to repent before
separation is the only solution.
The core question is not: “Is this parent loving?” rather it is: “Why won’t that child
admit he is wrong and change?”
God’s love is not the issue. God is love and He has proven it over and over again. When Jesus
died on the cross for our sins—the unconditional love of God was demonstrated once and for
all.
Romans 5:6-9 Tree of Life Version - 6 For while we were still helpless, at the right
time Messiah died for the ungodly. 7 For rarely will anyone die for a righteous man—
though perhaps for a good man someone might even dare to die. 8 But God
demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Messiah
died for us. 9 How much more then, having now been set right by His blood, shall we
be saved from God’s wrath through Him.
2 Peter 3:9-10, New King James Version - 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His
promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any
should perish but that all should come to repentance.10 But the day of the Lord will
come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and
the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will
be burned up [exposed or laid bare].
When you start spending time with the Lord in prayer and breakthrough spiritually, you
will feel His presence enter the room. It is the most wonderful feeling you can imagine.
Jesus is full of mercy, grace and kindness. His Presence is as if all the sweetness of life has
entered the room. Imagine walking along a wooded path on a beautiful spring afternoon—the
air is soft and warm; a gentle breeze stirs the trees and the scent of something sweet tickles
your nose and fills the space around you. You look to see the cause and see honeysuckle
blooming on the side of the trail. That aroma is gentle but fills the air. Anyone passing by
honeysuckle notices the scent. That is how sweet the Lord’s Presence is.
However, if you do something that is against God’s Word or hurt someone in a very
damaging way, you can his feel His presence like fire. A rebuke from the Lord feels like fire
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or is strong is like as if a lion tore you into pieces. This passage from the Bible expresses the
Lord’s righteous rebuke perfectly…
Psalm 50:14-22 Holman Christian Standard Bible - 14 Sacrifice a thank offering to
God, and pay your vows to the Most High. 15 Call on Me in a day of trouble; I will
rescue you, and you will honor Me.” 16 But God says to the wicked: “What right do
you have to recite My statutes and to take My covenant on your lips? 17 You hate
instruction and turn your back on My words. 18 When you see a thief, you make friends
with him, and you associate with adulterers. 19 You unleash your mouth for evil and
harness your tongue for deceit. 20 You sit, maligning your brother, slandering your
mother’s son. 21 You have done these things, and I kept silent; you thought I was just
like you. But I will rebuke you and lay out the case before you. 22 “Understand this,
you who forget God, or I will tear you apart, and there will be no one to rescue you.
The Lord is loving, but He is also holy--He does not want people to be harmed. If you do
hurt people and break His laws, He will set His face against you and judge you. But before he
judges anyone, Jesus shows us a lot of mercy. The holiness of God and the love of God, both
deserve our respect and are to be imitated by His children.
Hebrews 12:28-29 New King James Version - 28 Therefore, since we are receiving a
kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God
acceptably with reverence and godly fear. 29 For our God is a consuming fire.
1 Peter 1:13-16 Living Bible - 13 So now you can look forward soberly and intelligently
to more of God’s kindness to you when Jesus Christ returns.14 Obey God because you
are His children; don’t slip back into your old ways—doing evil because you knew no
better. 15 But be holy now in everything you do, just as the Lord is holy, who invited you
to be His child. 16 He Himself has said, “You must be holy, for I am holy.”

The Lord is far from boring—God loves drama, mystery and
variety. The atmosphere of the earth reflects this and announces His Presence. The
Lord appeared to Moses as “Fire in the burning bush”.
Exodus 3:2-3 New King James Version - 2 And the Angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a flame of fire from the midst of a bush. So he looked, and behold, the bush was

31

burning with fire, but the bush was not consumed. 3 Then Moses said, “I will now turn
aside and see this great sight, why the bush does not burn.”
God revealed Himself to the prophet Elijah as a Voice preceded by wind, rain, thunder,
lightning, earthquakes, and fire.
1 Kings 19:11-13 New King James Version - 11 Then He said, “Go out, and stand on
the mountain before the Lord.” And behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and
strong wind tore into the mountains and broke the rocks in pieces before the Lord, but
the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not
in the earthquake; 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire;
and after the fire a still small voice. 13 So it was, when Elijah heard it, that he
wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood in the entrance of the cave.
Suddenly a voice came to him, and said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
Jesus, the exact expression of God, confirms that He is God by calming a boisterous
storm that suddenly formed while He and His disciples were cruising on the Sea of Galilee.
The disciples thought they were going to die. What did Jesus think? He slept through it.
Matthew 8:23-27 Holman Christian Standard Bible - 23 As He got into the boat, His
disciples followed Him. 24 Suddenly, a violent storm arose on the sea, so that the boat
was being swamped by the waves. But He was sleeping. 25 So the disciples came
and woke Him up, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to die!” 26 But He said to
them, “Why are you fearful, you of little faith?” Then He got up and rebuked the winds
and the sea. And there was a great calm. 27 The men were amazed and asked,
“What kind of man is this?—even the winds and the sea obey Him!”
Hebrews 1:1-3 Holman Christian Standard Bible - 1 Long ago God spoke to the
fathers by the prophets at different times and in different ways. 2 In these last days, He
has spoken to us by His Son. God has appointed Him heir of all things and made the
universe through Him. 3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact
expression [representation, or copy, or reproduction] of His nature, sustaining all
things by His powerful word. After making purification for sins, He sat down at the right
hand of the Majesty on high.
Colossians 1:13-15 Holman Christian Standard Bible - 13 He has rescued us from
the domain of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of the Son He loves. 14 We
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins, in Him. 15 He is the image of the invisible
God, the firstborn over all creation.
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If you want to understand the love of God, consider the ocean. There are parts of the
ocean so deep, it cannot be measured. That is how great the depths of His love and
forgiveness are towards you.
Ephesians 3:18-19 Living Bible - 18-19 and may you be able to feel and
understand, as all God’s children should, how long, how wide, how deep, and how high
His love really is; and to experience this love for yourselves, though it is so great
that you will never see the end of it or fully know or understand it. And so at last
you will be filled up with God Himself.
If you want to understand the wisdom of God, consider the entirety of God’s
Creation.
Job 28:20-28 Holman Christian Standard Bible - 20 Where then does wisdom come
from, and where is understanding located? 21 It is hidden from the eyes of every living
thing and concealed from the birds of the sky. 22 Abaddon and Death say, “We have
heard news of it with our ears.” 23 But God understands the way to wisdom, and He
knows its location. 24 For He looks to the ends of the earth and sees everything
under the heavens. 25 When God fixed the weight of the wind and limited the
water by measure, 26 when He established a limit for the rain and a path for the
lightning, 27 He considered wisdom and evaluated it; He established it and examined
it. 28 He said to mankind, “The fear of the Lord is this: wisdom. And to turn from evil is
understanding.”

Which Tree Are You Eating From?
If you want to understand the goodness of the Lord, look at the trees. Trees produce
fruit that is pleasant to eat and nourishing for the body. Trees provide healing, shade and
even recreation. So does God. The Lord is sweet. His ways are pleasant. He is the source
of shelter and healing. He is beautiful to behold as He towers above the earth. You can rest
in His shade. You can climb on His branches and jump from limb to limb. The Lord is
playful and loves to hear children laughing. The Lord is The Tree of Life. We can trust
Him.
Genesis 2:7-9 New King James Version - 7 And the Lord God formed man of the dust
of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living
being. 8 The Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there He put the man
whom He had formed. 9 And out of the ground the Lord God made every tree grow that
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is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was also in the midst of the
garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
Revelation 22:1-2 New King James Version – 1 And he showed me a pure river of
water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2 In
the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore
twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the
healing of the nations.
If you want to understand how perfect the Lord’s judgment is, eat some fruit. The Lord
created all the delicious fruit we enjoy. He already knows what is bitter and what is sweet. He
knows which fruit are nutritious for our bodies and which are toxic. He is not trying to figure
things out. Jesus knows good from evil. He is God. We are not. If we trust the Lord’s judgment,
we will only taste what is good for us. We will experience “zoe”—the God kind of life.
Psalm 34:8 New King James Version - 8 Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good;
Blessed is the man who trusts in Him!
Since mankind has eaten from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil--The Tree of
Conscience--we have the ability to choose good or evil.
Genesis 2:15-17 New King James Version - 15 Then the Lord God took the man and
put him in the garden of Eden to tend and keep it. 16 And the Lord God commanded
the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; 17 but of the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you
shall surely die.”
Do you realize we become like the tree we eat from? We know a tree by its fruit. When we
choose the Lord’s way, we become like the Tree of Life producing good fruit.
Matthew 7:16-20 New King James Version - 16 You will know them by their fruits.
Do men gather grapes from thorn-bushes or figs from thistles? 17 Even so, every good
tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad
fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is
cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Therefore by their fruits you will know them.
When we choose to do things our way—deciding what is good or evil based on how we feel-we eat from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. This leads to death because our
flesh longs to do evil. The fruit of the flesh is obvious.
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Galatians 5:17-21 Holman Christian Standard Bible - 17 For the flesh desires what is
against the Spirit, and the Spirit desires what is against the flesh; these are opposed to
each other, so that you don’t do what you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you
are not under the law. 19 Now the works of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality,
moral impurity, promiscuity, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatreds, strife, jealousy, outbursts of
anger, selfish ambitions, dissensions, factions, 21 envy, drunkenness, carousing, and
anything similar. I tell you about these things in advance—as I told you before—that
those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
One of the best ways to learn right from wrong is to read the Word of God. When we
read the Bible, we are eating from the Tree of Life, which teaches us the difference between
good and evil.
Hebrews 4:12-13 New King James Version - 12 For the word of God is living and
powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the
heart. 13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and
open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.
It is not enough to know what is right, we need the strength to do what is right.
Revelation 22:14-16 New King James Version - 14 Blessed are those who do His
commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may enter
through the gates into the city. 15 But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually
immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie. 16
“I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. I am the
Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star.”
God’s Holy Spirit dwelling inside us is Who gives us the power to choose good over
evil. The results of spending time with God is a residue of His Character in our lives.
Galatians 5:22-23 Holman Christian Standard Bible - 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith, 23 gentleness, self-control.
Against such things there is no law.
Are you having a bad day? Is your flesh taking over? You woke up tired and irritated. You
lost your patience over something simple—the spilled milk, the lost car keys, the angry driver
who swerved in front of you, and to top it off, you are late for work—now you are angry and
taking your frustration out on everyone. It’s time to get out of “flesh mode” and back into the
Spirit.

35

An easy way to reset your mood and get back into “Spirit-mode” is to just step outside,
take a deep breath and appreciate God’s Nature reflected in nature He created. The
skies, the sun, the grass, the trees, the wind and the water all remind us that God is in control,
He is not limited, He has a big plan for our lives and His plan is beautiful.
Once you’re outside, add power to your fresh perspective by reading and reflecting on
the Word of God during this quiet time.
Psalm 8:3-9 New King James Version - 3 When I consider Your heavens, the work of
Your fingers, The moon and the stars, which You have ordained, 4 What is man that
You are mindful of him, And the son of man that You visit him? 5 For You have made
him a little lower than the angels, And You have crowned him with glory and honor. 6
You have made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands; You have put all
things under his feet, 7 All sheep and oxen—Even the beasts of the field, 8 The birds of
the air, And the fish of the sea That pass through the paths of the seas. 9 O Lord, our
Lord How excellent is Your name in all the earth!
When we experience God’s Nature, we often sense His Presence too. We don’t know
why, we just start “feeling” better. But don’t just stop with a “feeling”. Get personal—
pray to the Lord and wait to hear from Him. You can pray anywhere and at any time. When
we spend time in God’s Presence, we begin to express God’s Character instead of the sinful
character of our flesh. Our flesh (natural inclination) desires what is evil. But, our born-again
spirit, desires what God says is good.
What is the most important thing to know to get close to God? God loves you. God is the
Most Powerful, All-Existing, only True and Living God—everything and everyone else is
created. If God is for you, who can be against you. God became a man and died a brutal death
to pay for your sins. This proves how much the Lord loves you.
John 15:13 New King James Version - 13 Greater love has no one than this, than to
lay down one’s life for his friends. When you know this, nothing shakes your faith in
God, nothing separates you from His love.
Sin won’t separate you from God, IF YOU REPENT and ask God to help you resist sin.
For example, you trust your doctor when you go in for an operation. You sign a consent form
that allows them to do whatever needs to be done. Once you sign the consent and they put
you “under” anesthesia, you have no more control over the operation. When you wake up, the
correction has been made. Now your doctor gives you post-operation instructions. This tells
you what you need to do after surgery to maintain your health.
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When you ask Jesus into your life, you agree to let Him treat you for what is wrong--sin.
When you are baptized, that is similar to going under anesthesia. You go under water, which
represents you dying to your flesh and agreeing to let God circumcise your flesh—cut it away.
When you come out of the water, you are a brand-new creation in Christ.
Now you must follow the Lord’s instructions to maintain your spiritual health—read the
Word daily, pray, spend time with God, be thankful, forgive others, walk in love, et cetera.
Jesus, your Doctor cares for your total health—call whenever you have problems, go in for
check-ups daily, tell Him your concerns. He Is Jehovah Rapha --Our Healer. This process is
called sanctification. I will share with you what Jesus told me and I hope it encourages you:
“You don’t have to be perfect; you just have to allow Me to perfect you.”

What Is Heaven Like?
Nothing encourages us to go through the sanctification process like the promise of
heaven. Sanctification is just God’s method of transforming us into the image of Christ. When I
first rededicated my life to the Lord, God gave me a vision of heaven. I was not wide awake,
and I was not completely asleep. I was in that in between phase right before you drift off to
sleep.
I wasn't trying to have a spiritual encounter nor was I asking for a dream from the Lord. I was
just focusing on the Lord and meditating on Him, and suddenly there I was--it was wonderful!
The Lord gave me a brief tour of heaven. To those of you who have subscribed to the Lord’s
channel DoNotGoToHell_Acts221, and have been looking for the heaven video, this is it.
Soon after I recorded the video “God told me to tell you how to get close to him” and the video
called “Jesus Showed Me Why People Go To Hell”, I recorded The Heaven Video telling about
the dream the Lord gave me of Heaven almost two years ago. It was completely done, and I
was about to upload it when the Lord put a check in my spirit. He said, “Not yet. It is not time.”
So, I deleted the video because I wanted to make sure I wasn't tempted you know to doubt
what I heard and think, “Did the Lord really tell me not to upload this?” So, I deleted it. Well,
the Lord is releasing me to share this dream about Heaven, so here it is…
Abiding in Christ (John 15)
Here’s is a little background about where I was spiritually at that time. I was a young
adult and had recently graduated from college. I stopped going to church regularly after
graduating high school. It didn’t take too long to realizing the world was no place for me—I had
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enough of sin and I knew something was missing from my life. So when a friend invited me to
church, the Holy Spirit led me to go to the altar and rededicate my life to the Lord. It was an
amazing experience. The United Methodist Church I joined was in revival. The Lord was
moving mightily in the worship services and I was on-fire for the Lord.
Serving the Lord and Filled with the Holy Spirit…
I joined the choir there and the older choir members prayed for me to receive the
baptism of the Holy Ghost with evidence of speaking in tongues. That experience was so
exciting. I started the practice of speaking in tongues during prayer time and then waiting for
God to give me the interpretation of what was said. During this time in my life, I began hearing
from God very clearly. It was just a delight. All kinds of great things were happening to me
spiritually. Even my eyes were open spiritually. At times, I could sense the presence of angels,
see angels and could also sense when a demonic presence was around. That can be scary,
but it is helpful because you know how you need to pray and resist them. So, this was a great
time in my life of spiritual growth. I was still single, living alone, practicing abstinence and just
totally focused on my relationship with God.
Focusing on the Lord and His Goodness…
One Sunday after returning home from church, I laid down on my couch to unwind. I sang in
the choir that day, so I was very tired because it was a long service and I just wanted to relax.
There was a beautiful water fountain just outside my patio window and I opened the sliding
door to listen to it. As I was drifting off to sleep this encounter just happened so smoothly. I
heard a person in the room say, “Oh, she almost knows how to get here.”
The next thing I know I am in heaven and I am looking at a place where it looked like a
courtyard. I see Jesus sitting down on a stone bench talking to some men. They were
discussing something and enjoying each other’s company. No one had to tell me who anyone
was. I just instantly knew it was Jesus and He was talking to some of the apostles. The scene
was so casual and so normal. It was similar in structure to places we go on earth. If you have
ever been to an outdoor shopping plaza that has a court yards with water fountains and places
for people to sit and have dinner and or just hang out, it was like that but very beautiful and
very peaceful. This place looked comparable to something we would see here on earth, but
they were dressed in a formal way with robes. The setting looked quite modern like what we
are used too. I was delighted, but a little dazed, and didn’t know what to do. When I peeked
around the corner to see Jesus better. He looked up and He laughed. Then, the men he was
talking to looked at Him like: “Well you better go talk to her and he looked at me as if to say:
“What are you doing here?” I didn't know.
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Okay, so let me just back up a moment. I would say this experience was a dream, but
extremely realistic and detailed. I had this dream over twenty years ago. That’s a long time
and I still remember this very clearly. I have no doubts about whether this was from God or if it
was something from my imagination. You know generally we don't remember our dreams that
clearly, especially not over a long period of time. I still remember this dream in great detail as
I'm talking about it, and I have no doubt about who I saw or whether or not it was from the
Lord. So, this dream was from the Lord and I'll just share it with you. Hopefully, it will
encourage you because this is what I notice: when you have faith and you hear testimonies, it
encourages your faith. But when you don't have faith and you hear about a miracle or a
testimony about God’s goodness, it just causes more skepticism.
So, if you’re in a place of doubt, I suggest you just open your heart to the Lord and say, “Lord,
show me what I need to gain from this or allow this to encourage me. Remove that doubt so
right now.” Father I just pray, in the name of Jesus, remove all doubt and just encourage us
because Lord I believe you allowed me to have this unique experience so it would bless
someone.
Okay, back to the dream. I appeared in this place that was like an outdoor courtyard, where
people are sitting around just relaxing, talking, eating and the Lord is there. People always
want to know, “What did the Lord look like?” in my dreams. The Lord looks pretty much
the way he's depicted in most pictures and movies. He looks Middle Eastern with olive skin
that tans well, brown hair a little longer than shoulder length; beautiful eyes. That's how he
looked to me so I would say He is a very attractive person this is going to sound funny. He has
an amazing Presence where you are drawn to him. Okay if you didn't know anybody in a room
and you saw the Lord, He's the Person you would ask for help because He just exudes
kindness and love. He just has an amazing Presence.
Jesus is very kind. He is very humble; there's nothing haughty about him at all, which is
amazing because He's got the right, if anybody has the right to be proud or haughty, He does.
He is God. But now the Lord is so humble. His demeanor exudes kindness and humility His
eyes are very gentle and kind. His eyes stood out to me the most. So, the Lord sees me and
looks at me like “What are you doing here?” He gets up and the men with him laughed like:
“Well you know you better go talk to her”. The Lord puts His arm through my arm like the oldfashioned way… like the way gentleman escort ladies, arm-in-arm. The Lord is a gentleman
and shows respect to everyone.
I just will share with you the different scenes I saw. First of all, yes, the streets were
gold. now when I said was in a courtyard and I said it looked normal, yes it did. But it looked
fabulous at the same time. The architecture looks normal like something you have seen
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before, but the building materials were fabulous, and I didn't notice too much of the setting in
great detail at that time because I was so focused, just stunned, kind of looking at Him. But I
remember when we left at courtyard and we went out into the city, the streets are gold!
There is a Bible verse I want to draw your attention to in Revelation. It talks about the
streets of gold and there's no need for this sun. I always thought: “Well how is that
possible?” But gold is so reflective, and all the materials are made out of jewels or these
different substances we don't have. The light from Him is reflecting everywhere! It's full of light
and it’s full of sound.
What I immediately notice going down the street with him is the music. The music was
emanating from everywhere. Have you ever been to a place where you can feel the music
before you get there because of the rhythm and the sound and how exciting that is? It's just
reverberating everywhere. That's how the music was but it wasn't overbearing. It was beautiful.
It was pleasant and there was a sense of joy and excitement all around. Can you imagine that
feeling when you're young and getting ready to go out on the town with your friends? You are
so excited, and you are expecting to have fun. That's what the feeling was like all over from
everyone.
Everyone was in the state of joy and expectation, and just loving each other. It was
awesome. You know what it reminds me? This may sound funny, but have you ever watched
the old musicals where people are busy going about their day-to-day life in the opening
scene? Then music starts, someone begins singing, another one joins in, next a person starts
dancing and before you know it all the people are singing and dancing with joy. In Heaven I
noticed that there are these times where people would just break out into spontaneous praise;
one person's praise would encourage someone else to also praise God, and before you know
it, you have this flash praise session going on. However, the people were so talented it just
seemed like something you would pay to go see here. But it was completely spontaneous and
unrehearsed.
There is so much joy there and people were so comfortable each other. One thing I
remember thinking is: “Every face is a friend.” There's not one person you would see there
where you felt awkward or uncomfortable. Everyone there smiled at you and said hi. It just felt
like a big family reunion. At a family reunion you don't know everyone, there are many people
you've never met before. but you're comfortable around them because you know they’re
family.
The hospitality of everyone was incredible. The Lord showed me around. People greeted
me as they were just going about their business and praising the Lord. Also, there's all
different types of music in heaven, all different types with everything more intense and purer
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than it is here. Some people think we're all going to be sitting around on a cloud you know
singing spirituals all day. Yes, there is worship in heaven like that, but it is a place that is like
what we experience on earth-- but to the 1000 millionth degree better--more fabulous and
more intense.
The Lord once told me, “Everything on earth is like baby food and Heaven is like the
real food. He said once you've had real food, nobody wants to go back to baby food. For
instance, imagine the baby food version of Mac and cheese in a little jar. Infants like baby
food; they think it's so good. But as an adult if you taste that, you groan-- you know we don't
want that. You want real Mac and cheese—it’s a big, big difference. So that's how dramatically
different heaven is from earth.
Heaven has everything we have on earth like music, entertainment and recreation.
People have tasks and jobs that are meaningful and fulfilling, but in a greater degree and in a
state of perfection. Everything done in Heaven glorifies God. What we do on earth is a pale
representation of what heaven is. Our life on earth is much blander than what awaits us in
Heaven. Heaven is so intense and amazing.
Another thing I was shown was a place that looked like a dinner club—people were
having with friends at tables and there was a little orchestra playing. But what stood out
to me were these instruments. I was blown away. A man was playing a tuba made out of one
solid piece of something like a sapphire and it was completely transparent. I could tell it was
like a jewel and that's the instrument he was playing! Everything was so fabulous and then
when the music was playing it was reverberating. You could just feel the music was alive and
incredible. Everyone was so happy. It seemed like everybody had a skip to their step. Nobody
was down and depressed. Think about little children--everywhere they go, they kind of skip.
You know children they're not real calm, right? That's how happy people were. Heaven is a
place of great joy and variety; you don't have to worry about being bored in heaven or about it
being less than earth.
What stood out to me oh the most, I said it before, was just the friendliness and
hospitality of the people--the love. People will help you anywhere you go. Every was so
helpful and so open. I mean you could just go to any home and they would invite you in.
People were out doing themselves trying to be kind to you. Everyone just loved each other so
much. Imagine visiting a family member’s house and they offer you some food. You might say,
“No thank you I'm okay.” Then you just have to eat something because they fix a plate for you
anyway—you can tell they love it. It just brings them joy. That's how it is there--everybody is so
much going out of their way to bless you and make you feel welcome.
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There’s one other thing I forgot to mention about the dinner club I saw--this dinner club
was interactive. A group of people came up and said, “Hey, do you want to be in this show?” I
said no because I felt excited, but overwhelmed. I just wanted to sit down and watch. But, they
just won't let you miss anything fun. So, you can't refuse. They said, “Oh no, you will be in the
show; you will be totally awesome--just don't worry about it.” I don't know what this form of
entertainment is, but it is kind of like movies 4.0. Okay so on earth you just to go to watch a
movie. At this dinner club in Heaven, you actually become a part of the movie. These people
are so creative and fantastic. They write you into the script for that show on the spot. I don't
know how this is possible and I could have never imagined this. You are written into the script
and somehow by the time you have in your meal, they’re showing everyone what they created.
It's amazing. How do you come up with the plot and storyline and get this thing to work out? It
was funny, spontaneous and quite fun. So, I'll just put that out to you as an example of the
creativity in Heaven.
Whatever you did here on earth, God's plan for you on earth, that is not discarded. It is
continued and developed in Heaven. So that should encourage you to continue developing
your gifts and serving the Lord. Nothing is a waste here on earth, nothing's in vain. If you felt
like you didn't have the type of success you should have had on earth, don't worry. The point
of being on earth is to develop the character Christ and just allow Him to use your gifts for his
Kingdom. In the Kingdom you will continue in that gift, and maybe even have other
opportunities.
One other thing I was shown in this dream was a scene from the future. Okay I don't
know how it happened, I was just with the Lord and He escorted me around. I don't know how
we can suddenly be in a future place, but I saw what I believe is Jesus being celebrated for
His great victory. The only thing I can compare the excitement to are the victory parades that
happened after World War Two. If you have ever seen the old footage of these parades where
people are in the streets going crazy; there's like confetti everywhere; people are screaming
and crying and just elated; and there are bands marching down the street; people were all
celebrating the Lord.
I had a glimpse of an event that looked like a parade of nations. Different people groups
were honoring the Lord with their culture. I'm just telling you what I saw. I saw what I would
call the Polynesian people coming in and it was amazing. The women had on these dresses
that were actually made of flowers--from top to bottom they were covered in flowers.
Polynesian people are known for their “leas” (flower necklaces) and the type of dancing they
do. Well that's what they were doing in this parade, but their entire dresses were made of
flowers. If you can imagine flower petals stitched together to make a dress, that's what they
wore. But these weren't normal flower petals; they were huge. One petal had to be at least
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maybe two by two feet, just huge. It was breathtaking. The men were pounding the drums and
dancing with fire. The ladies were dancing as they came by Jesus. The Lord was at this place
of honor and people were coming before Him presenting their culture and just celebrating him
with music. At the same time everybody is screaming and cheering.
After that scene, the Lord said, “You have to go now.” I said, “No, no. I want to stay.” I thought
to myself, “I am going to throw a fit.” He just laughed and said, “Girl you have to go.”
Then Jesus paused and said, “Take this with you.” The part that I knew I would take
with me is this phrase: “Every face a friend.” That was the very best part of Heaven to me,
besides the Lord. Of all the amazing things I saw, the very best part to me was knowing that
“every face you see in Heaven is a friend.” There is no fear there, just total love and
acceptance.
That's what I want to encourage you with. If you have Jesus in your heart, you are going
to a beautiful place. The place God has prepared for you is so amazing you can't even
imagine it. I can even barely describe it and I know I was only shown a small part. I hope what
I said makes sense, but I just tried to do the best I could with my limited vocabulary. We're
going to incredible place of love and acceptance and joy. We will never be bored, so don't
worry about that and every face you see will be a friend. You will never again run into
someone who doesn't like you, or who's angry at you or who hasn’t forgiven you, or who will
hurt you. You will never experience that again that's this earth stuff is not in heaven because
everyone in heaven has the fruit of God's Spirit, the Holy Spirit. We’re all on one accord there,
just loving one another
Heaven is wonderful. If you are in the Lord don't give up, don't quit, and don't get
discouraged. Don't allow the enemy to put you under fear, doubt, confusion, depression and
plant any seeds of hatred or unforgiveness in your heart. There is no sin in Heaven, so keep
resisting sin on earth. Just live for Jesus. Live for heaven because you are heaven bound.
So, this is the dream the Lord gave me of heaven. I has this dream over 20 years ago and I'm
still blessed by it and I pray it blesses you too. I love you. Jesus loves you more. Please pray
for me. I am praying for you. God bless you.
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God’s Nature Sends Us Messages.
Romans 1:19-20, New King James Version - 19 because what may be known of God
is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 20 For since the creation of the world
His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made,
even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse,
The Heavens themselves communicate the message of Jesus Christ.
Psalm 19:1-6, Holman Christian Standard Bible--The Witness of Creation and
Scripture For the choir director. A Davidic psalm.
1 The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky proclaims the work of His hands. 2
Day after day they pour out speech; night after night they communicate knowledge. 3
There is no speech; there are no words; their voice is not heard. 4 Their message has
gone out to all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world. In the heavens He
has pitched a tent for the sun. 5 It is like a groom coming from the bridal chamber; it
rejoices like an athlete running a course. 6 It rises from one end of the heavens and
circles to their other end; nothing is hidden from its heat.
Genesis 1:14 Holman Christian Standard Bible - 14 Then God said, “Let there be
lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night. They will serve as
signs for festivals [or for the “appointed times”] and for days and years.
From the very beginning in the Book of Genesis, God created an infallible timeclock
(the constellations) to help mankind keep up with important festivals or appointed
times. These appointed times have been celebrated by the Hebrews for thousands of years.
These festivals, also known as God’s Feasts or Appointed Times can be found in Leviticus
Chapter 23.
All believers need to understand the message communicated by God’s Feasts because
they tell us where we are on God’s prophetic calendar. Remember God is The Creator and
Ultimate Divine Person who is trying to reconnect with mankind. So how does an All-Powerful,
All-Knowing, Ever-Present God who exists outside time and inside time let you know when to
meet Him? He uses something we can see, that will not fail, as a benchmark to guide us—the
heavens, the earth and even events taking place on the earth!
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How did the people of Jesus’ day know when He would arrive as The Messiah? They
read the prophecies in the scriptures and they looked up.
Matthew 2:1-10 New King James Version - Wise Men from the East
2 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is He who has
been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to
worship Him.”
Notice the wise men did not say, “We think the Messiah might come, but we’re not
really sure, we don’t know if this will happen in our lifetime but…” No. The wise men
were sure. They studied the scriptures and knew what would appear. When they saw the star,
they made plans to go and worship the King Jesus Christ, The Messiah born to redeem all the
people of the world!
How will we know when the Lord will meet us again? We need to read the prophecies in
the scriptures and look up. Jesus said: Look up…
Luke 21:25-28, New King James Version - The Coming of the Son of Man
25 “And there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars; and on the earth
distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring; 26 men’s hearts
failing them from fear and the expectation of those things which are coming on the
earth, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 Then they will see the Son of
Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 Now when these things begin
to happen, look up and lift up your heads, because your redemption draws near.”
The signs of Jesus’ Coming to redeem His Church are in the headlines every day. Are
you reading the scriptures and looking for the signs? By the way, The Star of Bethlehem,
last seen by the wise men who paid their respects to Jesus in person, was seen again for the
first time in 2,000 years in October of 2015. Should wise people who follow Christ start
preparing to see Jesus in person? I don’t know about you, but I am.
NOTE: For more information on the Star of Bethlehem, read: “As Planets Align, Some See
Return of Jesus’ Star of Bethlehem--The Rare Convergence of Venus, Jupiter and Mars this
Week Has Some Wondering If It’s Time to Cue The Magi” by Amanda Borschel-Dan, The
Times of Israel
To learn more about how the constellations were created and named by God to tell the
message of Jesus Christ, download a free copy of “The Witness in the Stars” by Rev. Ethelbert
William Bullinger, D.D at http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/49018.
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God the Father—Walking in the
atmosphere of Love.
I want to share with you my experience in the presence of God the Father. It's funny that
during my whole time being saved and in a relationship with the Lord, I knew God is: God the
Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit-- the Trinity, God in three Persons. When I talked
to God I never thought about: “Well who am I speaking with or which expression of the Lord
am I experiencing? It was not until very recently, like maybe a couple of years ago, that I
began to distinguish the difference between the ways He was speaking with me—either as
God the Father, God the Son or God the Holy Spirit.
I was used to spending daily time with the Lord. Looking back, I now know I was
communicating with God the Son—the Lord Jesus and just had a set time each day where I
would just now put my mind on the Lord. I would focus my thoughts towards the Lord and He
would basically answer my thoughts and communicate with me that way. One day while I was
doing this and was just in His presence and I decided to just go outside. Then I was thinking,
“Lord, you sure are quiet today.” But I knew He was with me. I could feel His Presence.
After a while He says, “I'm going to introduce you to My Father.” I really didn’t understand
what He meant. I thought, “You are One God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” So that was a little
confusing. I just brushed it off like “Okay” and kept walking. I began thinking about some
different things from childhood--joyful memories from when I was a child. Different things that
my earthly father did that were great moments.
Next came thoughts of various sights, sounds and smells from childhood, like being in
the sun on a summer day and feeling a warm breeze and the sound of cicadas chirping in the
trees. The indescribable scent of the air right after it rains and the sun comes back out. As a
child, I was excited to go back out to play because it was not raining anymore. I remembered
being so happy just splashing in puddles, making little toy boats float down the street in the
puddles by the sidewalk and playing boat races in the street with my friends. All those simple
joys of childhood flooded my mind--playing barefoot in the grass, running around playing tag,
climbing trees; my dad teaching me how to drive. I was just smiling because of all the happy
memories of my childhood.
Then it struck me: “Oh I'm with The Father today. The Lord is showing me Himself as
Father!” I thought, “Wow, this is so cool.” It was very different than spending time with the
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Lord as God the Son. Jesus speaks with you using normal conversation—spending time with
Him is similar to talking to another person. (But not out loud. If you are talking out loud to
yourself you're crazy, right?) So, you think to the Lord Jesus and He thinks back to you. You
know it’s not your voice. His Voice answers whatever questions you have and you know it's
Him because the Lord will verify what He said with scripture and He will give you different
confirmations to let you know you've have truly heard from Him.
But with God the Father, communication was very different. He communicated more with
images with pictures and if He said anything, it was so succinctly. Only two to three-word
sentences that are concise but packed with meaning. The impression I got is that He is just so
vast and so loving. It was the same as being with Jesus but just magnified exponentially—
huge! Imagine communicating with a stormfront or an atmosphere. Think about watching the
news on television and the weatherman says,” There’s a large warm front coming.” Then he
points to a map to show how many miles of territory it will affect—that’s the impression I
received about The Father. He is huge!
I also received the understanding that what I experienced of Him was very limited and
that He had withheld His fullness a great deal to communicate with me on that level.
Now, just as a warm front coming in affects the entire region. I noticed as I was walking, that
the Presence of God filled the entire area, seemed like miles around Him. His Presence was
like a “Love Front” traveling through the area. Everyone outside that day seemed so
peaceful and happy. It was like watching a happy movie where everyone was experiencing a
perfect day. What the Bible says is true…
Psalm 16:11, New King James Version - 11 You will show me the path of life; In Your
presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
At the same time, His communication was so gentle. I could tell He controlled the
thoughts that came to me to let me know He is The Father. Imagine watching a sunrise.
The first light is just a glimmer and very subtle. As you wait and watch, it reveals more and
more light until you see a beautiful sunny morning. That's how gentle the Father's
communication was, and it was all through images that led to understanding. Now God might
communicate differently with other people and with you.
This is just a unique experience I had with The Father and I want to share it with you, in
case the Father is trying to speak with you that way. I want you to recognize this as
another method of fellowship with the Lord. Since that experience, I notice in my prayer time
the difference when Father God is talking to me or if the Lord is communicating as Jesus or
the Holy Spirit. So now I'll get to that still quiet place in prayer and God the Father speaks to
me more Spirit to spirit through a knowing. As I am praying about something, without even
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realizing it, I receive understanding. This type of communication is faster than even words or
sentences. You don't even have to hear anything with your spiritual ears. The Lord’s thoughts
go straight to your spirit like a direct impartation of wisdom. The Bible says
1 Corinthians 1:30, Holman Christian Standard Bible - 30 But it is from Him that you
are in Christ Jesus, who became God-given wisdom for us—our righteousness,
sanctification, and redemption,
James 1:5, Holman Christian Standard Bible - 5 Now if any of you lacks wisdom, he
should ask God, who gives to all generously and without criticizing, and it will be given
to him.
That was an amazing experience the Lord gave me to share so that you understand
there's a place you can go in prayer with the Father where He communicates to you
Spirit to spirit through mental images or memories. During one of these times, I was
praying in my prayer closet, reading the Bible, and singing songs of praise and worship to the
Lord. Afterwards as I was being still in His Presence, I don't know what happened, but I felt an
electrical current go through my body, it wasn't harmful or scary, but it was as if my whole body
felt passed through a veil or something.
The feeling was very pleasant, then with my spiritual eyes--this was not a dream; I was
awake when this happened--I saw a Man on a pure white throne, in all white. The
atmosphere all around Him looked like the clouds you see on a mountaintop. I saw the Lord. I
thought, “Okay, this is Jesus.” I was surprised because The Being I saw looked just like Jesus
except His eyes were not brown. His eyes were just the purest, penetrating blue I have ever
seen, but other than that He looked like Jesus. I believe I saw a representation of The Father.
Before I go any further, let me explain that God is a Spirit and I know from different
experiences I've had that the Father can appear to you in different ways. Usually for me
this is in a dream. It is as if God puts on a form that you can relate to or He communicates a
message by the symbolism of the form He shows you. Often in my dreams, Father God will
appear as my earthly father or a well-known pastor.
If you have seen The Father in a dream or vision and He looks different than what I described,
I believe you because He will use a form that communicates a message to you or makes you
feel comfortable with Him. I don't know if we can know exactly what The Father looks like until
we get to Heaven. In Heaven, we won't have a lot of questions anymore; we will have
answers. We will all know the Lord.
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Hebrews 8:11, New King James Version - 11 None of them shall teach his neighbor,
and none his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for all shall know Me, from the least of
them to the greatest of them.
During His time on earth, the Lord Jesus had a physical body. People saw Him and
knew Him. His appearance didn't change from day to day. But I can tell you for a fact in
different dreams I have had of the Lord--Jesus will often appear with a different physical
appearance. I will just know it is the Lord because of His character and the words spoken in
the dream. I've become accustomed recognizing Him.
However, the form the Lord chooses to use in a dream communicates a message or
symbolizes something in that dream. Once He appeared in a dream to me as the son of a
president. Get it? He knew I would make the connection that this person in the dream is
representing The Son of God. Also, if you look up the meaning of the names of the people in
your dreams, you can gain insight into what message the Lord is giving you. So, if you have
seen the Lord and he looks different than the way somebody else saw Him, do not get upset.
There are instances in the Bible where Jesus appeared to people that knew Him, yet when
they saw the Lord, they didn't recognize him.
John 20:14-16, New King James Version - 14 Now when she had said this, she
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, and did not know that it was Jesus. 15
Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” She,
supposing Him to be the gardener, said to Him, “Sir, if You have carried Him away, tell
me where You have laid Him, and I will take Him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!”
She turned and said to [a]Him, “Rabboni!” (which is to say, Teacher).
Luke 24:13-16 New King James Version - 13 Now behold, two of them were traveling
that same day to a village called Emmaus, which was seven miles from Jerusalem. 14
And they talked together of all these things which had happened. 15 So it was, while
they conversed and reasoned, that Jesus Himself drew near and went with them. 16
But their eyes were restrained, so that they did not know Him.
This experience I had felt like a crossover--just a brief encounter where I was awake and
saw a Man on a white throne who looked like Jesus, except his eyes were just this amazing
sparkling intense blue--not a color you would normally see in a person on earth. I'm just going
to tell you what the Lord told me in that brief encounter. He spoke with such longing, so much
emotion, and so much love.
The Lord said, “Tell them how to get close to me.”
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That was all God said and then the encounter was over. Afterwards I was blown away. I'm still
amazed when I think about it. It is still hard to believe something like that actually happened to
me—a very common person. I have not experienced anything like that again. After that
encounter with the Lord, I felt the Holy Spirit lead me to record the video called: “God told me
to tell you how to get close to Him, hear His voice and see Him.”
That's how this little e-book you are reading or listening to was born. The Lord really did
tell me to tell you how to get close to Him. When you hear these experiences, they are not
to make you envious. I am sharing them out of love and obedience to Jesus Christ who died to
restore us to Himself. The Lord so much wants you to have a close relationship with Him and
He's reaching out to you in every way possible--using anyone who is willing to pass along His
message of redemption.
My assignment is to share with you every tip, strategy, insights from the Bible and any kind of
help I can provide so that you get close to the Lord Jesus Christ. Remember no man can come
to the Father except through Jesus.

Tips for Getting Close to The Lord.
TIP ONE: BELIEVE GOD LOVES YOU.
Know that wherever you are right now your relationship with God (mature or immature),
that doesn't determine how much God loves you. Think about how a parent loves a child at
all their different stages. As a parent, you don't love a 3-month old any less than you do a 7year old or 14-year old or the adult son who is over 21 years old. He is your child; you love him
at every single age and through every single stage. The Lord loves you no matter where you
are in your spiritual growth.
•

Romans 8:37-39 New King James Version - 37 Yet in all these things we are more
than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that neither death
nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come,
39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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•

Romans 5:8 New King James Version - 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward
us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

TIP TWO: KNOW THE LORD LONGS TO BE REUNITED WITH YOU.
Understand the intense passion the Lord has for you. Are you excited to see Him?
Jesus is even more excited than you! He has been waiting much longer than you and is
looking forward to the fulfillment of one of the greatest promises in the Bible—the Rapture of
His Bride--The Body of Christ with all His Heart.
•

•

John 14:1-3, New King James Version - 14 “Let not your heart be troubled; you
believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it
were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am,
there you may be also.
John 17:20-23 New King James Version – 20 “I do not pray for these alone, but also
for those who will believe in Me through their word; 21 that they all may be one, as You,
Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may
believe that You sent Me. 22 And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that
they may be one just as We are one: 23 I in them, and You in Me; that they may be
made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have
loved them as You have loved Me. 24 “Father, I desire that they also whom You gave
Me may be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory which You have given
Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the world. 25 O righteous Father! The
world has not known You, but I have known You; and these have known that You sent
Me. 26 And I have declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that the love with
which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.”

TIP: KNOW THAT JESUS WANTS YOU TO COME TO HEAVEN TOO.
Jesus wants to bring you to heaven with all His heart. Then after a 7-year period in
Heaven, the Body of Christ will return with Jesus as He establishes His Kingdom on earth. I
want to encourage you get close as you can to the Lord as quickly as you can. Use all
these strategies: read the Bible, pray, seek him.
•

John 17:24-26 New King James Version –24 “Father, I desire that they also whom
You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory which You
have given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the world. 25 O righteous
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Father! The world has not known You, but I have known You; and these have known
that You sent Me. 26 And I have declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that
the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.”

LINKS to TEACHINGS on the RAPTURE of the CHURCH.
•
•
•
•
•

WATCH “The Rapture God's Reward for the Overcomer | Episode 973” - Perry
Stone - https://youtu.be/qFoYXqzSYa0
WATCH “The Mystery of the Rapture” by Behold Israel/Amir Tsarfati https://youtu.be/3c3vwzv2m_U
WATCH "The Future According To The Bible" by Pastor Sandy Armstrong of
Soldiers For Christ Community Church https://youtu.be/iMNXRgsh4mo
WATCH "And They All Fell Asleep" by Pastor Sandy Armstrong of Soldiers For
Christ Community Church - https://youtu.be/o3CEY02UfrY
WATCH "RMBC Hebrew Club #11: Evidence Of The Wheat Harvest" by Pastor
Sandy Armstrong of Soldiers For Christ Community Church https://youtu.be/oai00rG3a6s

TIP: PRAY.
The Lord Jesus Christ is interceding for you without ceasing. As a believer, the Holy
Spirit is dwelling inside you, just waiting to help you pray. I'm praying that you have a
breakthrough experience too. I know the Lord wants you to breakthrough, so be
encouraged. If nothing happens immediately, just press in because the Lord looks for faith.
It takes faith to breakthrough. The only way we can connect to God in our physical state to
His spiritual state is by faith. Faith is the bridge that allows you to cross over and connect
with God, hear from Him, see Him and encounter Him, so have faith.

TIP: READ THE BIBLE.
Remember, you always have The Word of God. If you do not have a supernatural
encounter, you have an amazing supernatural book--the Bible! Read it daily and pray.
You have a mouth that can pray and praise God and a mind that can focus on the Lord.
So just keep using what you have. Keep believing and keep putting your heart on the Lord
because he loves you and he wants to bring you home.
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TIP: FOCUS ON THE LORD.
Keep focusing on the Lord. Whenever you put your mind on Him—He is thinking of
you too!
•

•

Joshua 1:8 New King James Version - 8 This Book of the Law shall not depart
from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to
do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous,
and then you will have good success.
Isaiah 26:3 New King James Version - 3 You will keep him in perfect peace,
whose mind is stayed on You, Because he trusts in You.

TIP: TALK TO GOD LIKE HE IS A PERSON, NOT AN “IT”.
Imagine referring to your mother or father as “it”. “It” made my dinner” or “it” fixed my bike
today. Consider this: what if someone called you “it”? You would be offended. We use the
term “it” when referring to non-living objects. We don’t even call pets “it”. We give them
names and refer to them by name or as “he” or “she”. Do not think of God (Jehovah) as a
non-living, impersonal object or energy. Throughout the Bible, God the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit are referred to by Name (Yahweh, Jehovah, El Elyon, El Shaddai, etc.) Title
(Adonai/Lord) or as “He”. In the scripture below, Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as “He”.
•

John 15:26-27 New King James Version - 26 “But when the Helper comes, whom
I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father,
He will testify of Me. 27 And you also will bear witness, because you have been with
Me from the beginning.

TIP: HONOR GOD AND HIS AUTHORITY.
Always show honor to God and respect His authority. He created us. We are like God,
BUT not God. If you understand the parent-child relationship and the husband-wife
relationship, you’ll get this.
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of understanding (wisdom).
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•
•

Proverbs 1:7 New King James Version - 7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
knowledge, But fools despise wisdom and instruction.
Psalm 100:3 New King James Version - 3 Know that the Lord, He is God; It is He
who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His
pasture.

Think of it this way: If you want to do well as an employee at a brand-new job, one of the first
things you need to know is—who is the boss and who is not. When you don’t know who the
boss is, you could listen to and obey the wrong person. This could lead to devastating
consequences. But if you recognize the boss and obey him, you could be rewarded.
It is foolish to deny God’s existence—He is The Boss!
•

Psalm 14:1 New King James Version -14 The fool has said in his heart, “There is
no God.” They are corrupt, They have done abominable works, There is none who
does good.

You could be the most successful person in the world, with several degrees, billions of
dollars in the bank and the respect of all your peers. But, if you do not understand that God is
God and you are not, everything you think you have accomplished is “worthless” as soon as
the breath leaves your body. Your destiny is eternity in Hell, forever separated by God who
created you and loves you. Why? Because you refused to acknowledge one simple fact—God
is our Creator and our Authority with the right to govern us.
•

Luke 12:16-22 Holman Christian Standard Bible - 16 Then He told them a
parable: “A rich man’s land was very productive. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What
should I do, since I don’t have anywhere to store my crops? 18 I will do this,’ he
said. ‘I’ll tear down my barns and build bigger ones and store all my grain and my
goods there. 19 Then I’ll say to myself, “You have many goods stored up for many
years. Take it easy; eat, drink, and enjoy yourself.”’ 20 “But God said to him, ‘You
fool! This very night your life is demanded of you. And the things you have
prepared—whose will they be?’ 21 “That’s how it is with the one who stores up
treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.”

Make a decision to seek the Lord now and develop a relationship with Him.
•

1 Corinthians 2:9-10, New King James Version - 9 But as it is written: “Eye has
not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man, The things which
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God has prepared for those who love Him. 10 But God has revealed them to us
through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.

TIP: PAY ATTENTION TO THE LORD.
If you show God time and attention, you will get His time and have His attention.
Consider King David: God calls him a “man after My own heart” in 1 Samuel 13:14. Why was
David so special to God? I believe one reason is because David spent a lot of time seeking the
Lord in prayer and in song. In fact, many of the Psalms (about 73 songs) were written by
David. David also had a habit of spending time with God early in the morning and at night.
•

•

Psalm 63:1, New King James Version - O God, You are my God; Early will I seek
You; My soul thirsts for You; My flesh longs for You In a dry and thirsty land Where
there is no water.
Psalm 63:6-7, New King James Version - When I think of You as I lie on my bed, I
meditate on You during the night watches 7 because You are my helper; I will
rejoice in the shadow of Your wings.

How much attention do you show to God? Is it only when you say a blessing over your
meal or when you need something? Consider this: How much do you enjoy a friend who only
calls when they need something or to complain? Yes, you may still love them, but you
probably don’t go out of your way to spend time with them. Remember God is The Ultimate
Person. If you have been neglecting your relationship with God, apologize and set up a daily
time to get to know Him better. God is very forgiving—He will respond when He sees that you
are serious.

TIP TEN: HONOR GOD.
When you honor God, He honors you with His presence.
Zaccheus—Respect: Zaccheus went out of his way to see the Lord. He was a very wealthy
man, but short man. He was not too proud to climb a tree in front of many people who probably
knew him, just to see Jesus pass by. Imagine Jesus, surrounded by throngs of people all
following Him to hear Him teach. Jesus stops in the middle of the parade and
announces…”Zaccheus, come down, I must eat at your house today.”
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Have you ever done anything that makes the Lord, stop everything, just to spend time
with you? If not, there’s no time like the present. Make every opportunity to see the Lord of
utmost importance to you. The Lord appreciates respect. How do you show the Lord respect?
Honor spending time with Him. Honor the Word of God. Honor His instructions to you with swift
obedience.
Additionally, when you show delegated authority in your life respect, you are also
respecting the Lord who placed them in authority over you.
Hebrews 13:17, New King James Version - 17 Obey those who rule over you, and be
submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let
them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.
Pastors must give an account for how they treated church members (sheep); Parents must
give an account for how they treated their children; Husbands must give an account for how
they treated their wives. Bosses must give an account for how they treated their employees;
Government leaders must give an account for how they managed their territories and the
people living in them.
Are you giving the authority figures in your life a hard time? If so, please make the
adjustment. Disobeying God’s delegated authority does not honor the Lord.
Colossians 3:22-24 New King James Version - 22 Bondservants, obey in all things
your masters according to the flesh, not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in
sincerity of heart, fearing God. 23 And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord
and not to men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the
inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ.
Cornelius—Kindness: Cornelius, who has never heard the Gospel of Jesus Christ, has a
lifestyle of giving to the poor, praying and fasting. So, God notices him and sends someone to
preach the Gospel to him and his family. Cornelius gets saved because his lifestyle of love and
gets God’s attention.
Acts 10:30-35 Living Bible - 30 Cornelius replied, “Four days ago I was praying as
usual at this time of the afternoon, when suddenly a man was standing before me
clothed in a radiant robe! 31 He told me, ‘Cornelius, your prayers are heard and
your charities have been noticed by God! 32 Now send some men to Joppa and
summon Simon Peter, who is staying in the home of Simon, a tanner, down by the
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shore.’ 33 So I sent for you at once, and you have done well to come so soon. Now
here we are, waiting before the Lord, anxious to hear what he has told you to tell us!” 34
Then Peter replied, “I see very clearly that the Jews are not God’s only favorites! 35 In
every nation he has those who worship him and do good deeds and are acceptable to
him.
(NOTE: This scripture answers the common question: But what about all the
good people in the world who never heard the Gospel? God will make sure
people who are truly seeking Him, hear the Gospel.)
Ruth—Love: Ruth a young widow chooses to be kind and loyal to her mother-in-law. She
gives up her life and family in her hometown of Moab to help her mother-in-law Naomi (also a
widow) in her senior years, relocated to her old home in Bethlehem. Ruth decides to glean for
Naomi to spare her the embarrassment. Gleaning was the act of harvesting the leftovers from
a wealthy person’ land—whatever you could harvest from the scraps you could keep at no
charge. Only poor people gleaned. Naomi who had formerly been wealthy in Bethlehem would
have been ashamed to work in the fields—plus she was elderly.
Ruth 2:10-12 Holman Christian Standard Bible - 10 She bowed with her face to the
ground and said to him, “Why are you so kind to notice me, although I am a foreigner?”
11 Boaz answered her, “Everything you have done for your mother-in-law since your
husband’s death has been fully reported to me: how you left your father and mother and
the land of your birth, and how you came to a people you did not previously know. 12
May the Lord reward you for what you have done, and may you receive a full reward
from the Lord God of Israel, under whose wings you have come for refuge.”
Ruth never expected that action would lead to her marrying Boaz, a wealthy relative and
kinsmen redeemer of Naomi’s family. A pure motive is the key. None of these people did these
acts of honor in order to get something from the Lord. They all did these things from a pure
motive.
Have you shown love, kindness or respect? Don’t be surprised when the Lord rewards
you.

TIP: JUST NEED THE LORD.
A sweet way that God gets close to you without you even asking is if you are hurting—
Think about how a parent hovers over a baby who is sick or injured as opposed to a child who
is being disobedient. All the hurt child has to do is cry, and the parent will come running.
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Psalm 34:17-18 New King James Version – 17 The righteous cry out, and the Lord
hears, And delivers them out of all their troubles. 18 The Lord is near to those who have
a broken heart, And saves such as have a contrite spirit.
God hears your cries and will provide justice. Be patient.
James 5:1-8 Living Bible – 5 Look here, you rich men, now is the time to cry and
groan with anguished grief because of all the terrible troubles ahead of you. 2 Your
wealth is even now rotting away, and your fine clothes are becoming mere moth-eaten
rags. 3 The value of your gold and silver is dropping fast, yet it will stand as evidence
against you and eat your flesh like fire. That is what you have stored up for yourselves
to receive on that coming day of judgment. 4 For listen! Hear the cries of the field
workers whom you have cheated of their pay. Their cries have reached the ears
of the Lord of Hosts. 5 You have spent your years here on earth having fun, satisfying
your every whim, and now your fat hearts are ready for the slaughter. 6 You have
condemned and killed good men who had no power to defend themselves against you.
7 Now as for you, dear brothers who are waiting for the Lord’s return, be patient, like a
farmer who waits until the autumn for his precious harvest to ripen. 8 Yes, be patient.
And take courage, for the coming of the Lord is near.

TIP: THINK ABOUT GOD.
When you think about God, He focuses on you. (Although He is always with you—imagine
being in the room with someone, but you don’t have their attention. Yes, they are with you, but
there is no communication. But, if you initiate conversation, He will respond.)
2 Chronicles 16:9 Living Bible – 9 For the eyes of the Lord search back and forth
across the whole earth, looking for people whose hearts are perfect toward him, so that
he can show his great power in helping them.
Jeremiah 33:3 New King James Version – ‘Call to Me, and I will answer you, and
show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.’

TIP: FELLOWSHIP WHEN YOU READ THE BIBLE.
Jesus (Yeshua) is the Word of God made flesh. When you read the Word, you are communing
with the Lord. Ask the Lord to sit with you. Ask Him to explain the scriptures to you and He will!
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John 1:1-3 New King James Version - 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All
things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.
John 1:14 New King James Version - 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full
of grace and truth.
I recently saw a social media post with this saying: “Don’t say God does not talk to you,
if you refuse to read your Bible.” AMEN! Listen or watch an audio or video Bible if
necessary. This is a great way to immerse yourself in the Word of God. The Word of God
transforms us while we hear and read it. So, if you’re not reading your Bible, your growth in the
Lord is severely hindered. Don’t stunt your growth, read and study the Word of God.
Romans 12:2 New King James Version - 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but
be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and
acceptable and perfect will of God.
Psalm 1 Living Bible - 1 Oh, the joys of those who do not follow evil men’s advice, who
do not hang around with sinners, scoffing at the things of God. 2 But they delight in
doing everything God wants them to, and day and night are always meditating on his
laws and thinking about ways to follow him more closely. 3 They are like trees along a
riverbank bearing luscious fruit each season without fail. Their leaves shall never wither,
and all they do shall prosper. 4 But for sinners, what a different story! They blow away
like chaff before the wind. 5 They are not safe on Judgment Day; they shall not stand
among the godly.

TIP: TRUST THE BIBLE. (CAN YOU TRUST THE BIBLE? WHICH VERSION
SHOULD YOU READ?)
One of the main strategies of the enemy is to inject doubt into the lives of Christians, especially
if he knows he cannot tempt you to sin directly.
Consider this: Jesus is the Word of God. So, if the enemy can make us doubt the Bible
and whether or not it can be trusted, who are we really doubting? The Lord. The Bible
tells us that a double-minded man is unstable in James 1:5-8. So to answer this question, let's
look at this scripture in a few different versions of the Bible...
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James 1:5-8 King James Version - 5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God,
that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. 6 But let
him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven
with the wind and tossed. 7 For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of
the Lord. 8 A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.
James 1:5-8 New King James Version - 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of
God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 6 But let
him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and
tossed by the wind. 7 For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the
Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.
James 1:5-8 Living Bible - 5 If you want to know what God wants you to do, ask him,
and he will gladly tell you, for he is always ready to give a bountiful supply of wisdom to
all who ask him; he will not resent it. 6 But when you ask him, be sure that you really
expect him to tell you, for a doubtful mind will be as unsettled as a wave of the sea that
is driven and tossed by the wind; 7-8 and every decision you then make will be
uncertain, as you turn first this way and then that. If you don’t ask with faith, don’t
expect the Lord to give you any solid answer.
James 1:5-8 The Message - 5-8 If you don’t know what you’re doing, pray to the
Father. He loves to help. You’ll get his help, and won’t be condescended to when you
ask for it. Ask boldly, believingly, without a second thought. People who “worry their
prayers” are like wind-whipped waves. Don’t think you’re going to get anything from the
Master that way, adrift at sea, keeping all your options open.
Read all four versions and check to see if you see any real difference in meaning. This is
how I study the Bible--I usually compare 5 different versions of the same scripture (The KJV
and the NKJV are among those I compare with the others because so many people ONLY
trust the KJV version.) As you can tell, the meaning of the passage above hasn't been altered.
I use a site called http://www.biblegateway.com when I am pulling up multiple translations of
the same verse.
The KJV is written in Elizabethan English (the same language Shakespeare used) that is
why the KJV is the easiest to memorize--it has poetic rhythm. However, it uses many
words like "thee, thou, thine, shalt, etc." as well as words that are now archaic--the meaning of
the word is not easily understood in our time because the word is rarely used now. For
instance, in James 1:5, most people do not know what the phrase "upbraideth not" means
without looking it up.
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The New King James Version translates the word "upbraideth" as "without reproach". That's
better, but the meaning of the word "reproach" is still not common to many people. It also
removes words like "thee, thou, thy, thine, shalt" and replaces them with the modern English
equivalents such as: you, your, will, etc.
The Living Bible, I believe, does a nice job of making the meaning of this passage very
clear. It explains uncommon words using simple terms known by most people today. TLB
explains the phrase "upbraideth not" as "always ready to give a bountiful supply...and will not
resent it".
The Message Bible takes it a step further and interprets the passage. The man who
developed The Message Bible is a pastor who was often asked by his members: "Pastor, what
does this scripture mean?" So, he would explain it to them. The Message Bible is really good
for people who need the meaning of the scriptures made very plain. When I am preparing
presentations,
I ask the Lord which version He likes the best for the particular point that should be made. The
New King James Version is often the one used because it is acceptable to most people--it is
best to avoid strife so we can all keep learning together. However, sometimes a certain
translation like the Living Bible or the Message Bible uses such strong language, especially
when talking about sin, they are a good options too.
The best way to make sure you understand God's original meaning, however, is to look
up the meaning of passages directly from the original language it was written in-Hebrew (Old Testament) and Greek (New Testament). I do this too as a double-check when
studying the Bible. You don't have to be a Hebrew or Greek scholar to do this. If you visit the
Blue Letter Bible at http://www.blbclassic.org/search.cfm you can type in the scripture
reference you want to analyze and click through the various options to see the original
meaning of the word in Hebrew or Greek.
Whew! Now we don't have to worry about which Bible to read because we know how to
compare translations and be led by the Holy Spirit.

HOW DO WE KNOW THERE AREN'T BOOKS MISSING OR ADDED TO THE BIBLE
AND THAT THE BIBLE WAS CREATED BY GOD?
The Lord, of course, is omnipotent, omnipresent, and omniscient and knew before we were
born that the enemy would try to deceive us in this way. So, the Lord established the Bible in a
way that has a system of checks and balances based on the Hebrew alphabet. The existing 66
books of the Bible were all written by men under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.
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2 Timothy 3:16 New King James Version - 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness,
2 Timothy 3:16 King James Version -16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
2 Timothy 3:16 Living Bible - 16 The whole Bible was given to us by inspiration from
God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our
lives; it straightens us out and helps us do what is right.
The 66 books of the Bible is not a random number finalized by a council of men. God,
who exists outside of time, made sure that only 66 books were included in the Bible we
study today. There are 66 books in the Bible because they represent the "trinity of perfection".
There are 3 sets of 22 books (Genesis to Song of Solomon is set 1; Isaiah to Acts is set 2;
Romans to Revelation is set 3).
Each set of the 22 books represents the 22 letters of the Hebrew alphabet. (Hebrew is the
language that the Old Testament was written in.) Hebrew is an alphanumeric language. Each
letter has a name, a sound as well as a numerical position and a number value. The content of
the 66 Books of the Bible are also based on the 22 letters of the Hebrew alphabet. The
sequence of 22 repeats 3 times to end with a total of 66 books.
For example, Genesis is the first book in the Bible. Genesis is in position 1. The letter
"Aleph" means God our Creator and King. God is #1. So the content in the book of
Genesis is about the story of creation by God our Creator and King. Tale a look at the Hebrew
Alphabet and Their Meanings in the chart below.
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The Hebrew Alphabet (or Aleph-beit)

Another example is found in the book of Isaiah, which is the 23rd book in the bible. It is the first
book in the second set of 22 books. Because it is also in position one, the book of Isaiah is
also an Aleph book. Isaiah also tells about God our Creator and King and includes many
prophecies about Jesus Christ. The prophet Isaiah's name actually has the same meaning as
Jesus. Isaiah means " Yah (God) Is Salvation or Salvation of The Lord." The Book of Isaiah is
often called the "Mini Bible" because it summarizes the Gospel by confronting the people
about their sin, the need to repent, the coming judgment and the coming Messiah who will
save His people from their sins.
Additionally, the book of Isaiah has exactly 66 chapters just like the entire Bible has 66 books.
Is that a coincidence? No.
This is even more amazing when we consider that the Old Testament was originally written on
scrolls and was not numbered at all. There were no chapters and verses.
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Understanding the Hebrew language proves to us that only someone outside of time
who knows the end from the beginning could write the Bible. There is no way a human
being can make sure that a person named Isaiah, which just happens to mean God is
Salvation, would write a book that would be in the 22nd position of the Bible, which would be
organized hundreds of years later, and he would also make sure that his book would have 66
chapters that mirrored the same meaning as the 66 books in the entire Bible.
This is impossible for man, but easy for God.
Another example that I love is that Jesus calls Himself the Alpha and the Omega in the book of
Revelation
Revelation 1:8, New King James Version - “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
Beginning and the End,” says the Lord, “who is and who was and who is to come, the
Almighty.”
In Hebrew, the word Alpha is "Aleph" (position #1) and the word Omega is "Tav" (position
#22). If you add Aleph and Tav together (1+22=23) you get the number 23. The book of Isaiah
is in the 23rd position of the Bible and remember Isaiah's name means "God is Salvation".
Jesus' name also means "God is Salvation". So Jesus is basically letting us know that He is
the God who wrote the The Bible and told us He was coming to save us from our sins in the
book of Isaiah.
Guess how many chapters are in the book of Revelation? If you said 22, you are right. The
number 22, which is also the letter Tav, in Hebrew means "Truth and Perfection"--how
appropriate!
These are just a couple of examples of hundreds (maybe even thousands--Lord only knows) of
correlations like this that prove the existing Bible was written by God through men who
recorded it by the leading of the Holy Spirit. And, bible scholars are discovering more of these
every day.
So, we know there is a God. We know the Bible is His Book. And, we know what the Bible
says in 2 Timothy 3:16 is true: “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” (Isn't it interesting that
3:16 in 2 Timothy tells us the Word of God is good for instruction and John 3:16 says that God
sent His Son, The Word of God, to die for our sins. Is that a coincidence--no way!
Now, we can really rest in the Lord as we read His Word and trust Him. The Bible is not up for
debate.
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With regards to some of the Apocrypha books--I have not read all of them. But I have read a
few, like the Book of Enoch and The Book of Jasher. My personal opinion is that if a book is
mentioned within the Bible itself or it is quoted within the Bible, it is safe to read it. However,
they do not have the weight of the 66 books of The Bible; it is extra-biblical material that may
be useful in understanding historical background or context, but not necessarily "un-biblical".
The Bible, based on the 66 books included by God, are what we rely on for our salvation.
Your Most Reliable Source for knowing what is true and what is false is the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit will guide you to all truth. Father God sent the Holy Spirit to dwell within us
during our Christian journey.
John 16:13-14 New King James Version - 13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth,
has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but
whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. 14 He will glorify
Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.
The Holy Spirit will make sure we do not fall prey to deception. All we need to do is pray
and ask the Holy Spirit to lead us. The Holy Spirit gives us peace when we are doing what is
right and we lose our peace when we start straying from God's will.
This is probably way too much information, but I wanted to share some truths I have learned
that also give me peace. Jesus--The Word of God--loves you SO MUCH--immerse yourself in
Him...
Psalm 1 King James Version - 1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of
the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 2
But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.
Psalm 1 Living Bible - 1 Oh, the joys of those who do not follow evil men’s advice, who
do not hang around with sinners, scoffing at the things of God. 2 But they delight in
doing everything God wants them to, and day and night are always meditating on his
laws and thinking about ways to follow him more closely.
1 Thessalonians 5:11 New King James Version - Therefore comfort each other and
edify one another, just as you also are doing.
•

Ask God to speak to you. That’s what He wants to do anyway. If you are
having difficulty hearing from God or perceiving His Presence, try fasting.
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TIP: FAST (HOW DO YOU FAST?)
Have you ever had to challenge or confront someone who was out of order? It probably
wasn’t pleasant. Perhaps it even led to a fight. Now, what do you do when you’re the one
that’s out of order and you need to confront yourself? You know the story–you haven’t been
getting up early and praying like you should; you’ve been backsliding when it comes to curbing
your tongue; or maybe you’ve been spending more than you should.
If you’re struggling in any area of your life because of a lack of discipline and selfcontrol, a little godly confrontation may be in order. It’s time for a FAST.
Fasting simply means abstaining from something you really want to do (usually eating)
for a period of time for the purpose of spiritual development or
enlightenment. Amazingly, appetite and self-control seem to have a strong correlation with
one another. Have you ever noticed that if you can control your appetite or desires in one
area, the discipline you gain spills over into other areas of your life? The Bible says…
Proverbs 25:28, The Message Bible - A person without self-control is like a house with its
doors and windows knocked out.
We all know what can happen if we leave our windows or doors unlocked–that’s right, our
home could be robbed or burglarized! Fasting can help us shut the door on the poor decisions
our flesh (sinful nature) can lead us to make. How? By giving our spirit the power to resist
temptation. In this scenario, don’t think about the term, flesh or sinful nature, as just
meaning your physical body. Rather, think about flesh as our natural mind-set. The Bible
says…
Galatians 5:17, New Living Translation - The sinful nature wants to do evil, which is just the
opposite of what the Spirit wants. And the Spirit gives us desires that are the opposite of what
the sinful nature desires. These two forces are constantly fighting each other, so you are
not free to carry out your good intentions.
So, instead of us having a strong tendency to do what is right. We have a strong tendency to
do what is wrong. Fasting (denying our natural tendencies) strengthens our spirit man so we
can make choices in line with the will of God for our lives. This is exactly what Jesus did.
In Matthew 4:1-10, Jesus was lead by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the
devil. While there, he fasted forty days and forty nights. After Jesus had fasted, the devil
approached him and tried to get him to sin three times. Jesus successfully resisted all three of
the devil’s temptations because he was led by his spirit and not by the desires of his flesh.
After this victory over his flesh, Jesus officially began his ministry.
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Now you may not have the weight of saving the world on your shoulders, like Jesus did.
However, there is something that God has called you to do. How we live our daily lives,
determines whether we will fulfill that call or not.
For instance, maybe your flesh wants to eat fried chicken and chocolate chip cookies while
watching a 24-hour marathon of your favorite TV show. While your spirit wants to study the
Bible, workout, spend time with your family and get that stack of paperwork filed. Do you
realize that the stronger of the two will determine what you do this weekend?
If you find that you’re continuously having trouble making quality decisions, fasting
(coupled with prayer) can give you the boost you need to move forward in your goals
FAST.
For an in-depth study on the benefits of fasting and practical guidelines when fasting, visit:
•
•
•
•
•

https://www.jentezenfranklin.org/fast/fasting-tips
https://www.jentezenfranklin.org/fastingtypes
https://www.jentezenfranklin.org/fastingbasics
https://www.jentezenfranklin.org/fastingtips
https://www.jentezenfranklin.org/danielfast

Note: (I do not have any affiliation with Jentezen Franklin Ministries. I have reviewed these articles on
fasting and these links are provided as a resource.)

TIP: OBEY!
The more you obey, the more fellowship you will have with the Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Be a person after God’s own heart, like King David was. David obeyed the Lord, swiftly.
1 Samuel 13:14, New King James Version - But now your kingdom shall not continue.
The Lord has sought for Himself a man after His own heart, and the Lord has
commanded him to be commander over His people, because you have not kept what
the Lord commanded you.”
1 Peter 2:13-14, Living Bible - 13 For the Lord’s sake, obey every law of your
government: those of the king as head of the state, 14 and those of the king’s officers,
for he has sent them to punish all who do wrong, and to honor those who do right.
1 Peter 2:17-24, Living Bible - 17 Show respect for everyone. Love Christians
everywhere. Fear God and honor the government.18 Servants, you must respect your
masters and do whatever they tell you—not only if they are kind and reasonable, but
even if they are tough and cruel. 19 Praise the Lord if you are punished for doing right!
20 Of course, you get no credit for being patient if you are beaten for doing wrong; but if
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you do right and suffer for it, and are patient beneath the blows, God is well pleased. 21
This suffering is all part of the work God has given you. Christ, who suffered for you, is
your example. Follow in his steps: 22 He never sinned, never told a lie, 23 never
answered back when insulted; when he suffered he did not threaten to get even; he left
his case in the hands of God who always judges fairly. 24 He personally carried the
load of our sins in his own body when he died on the cross so that we can be
finished with sin and live a good life from now on. For his wounds have healed
ours!

TIP: PRAISE GOD.
You can praise God through song, your conversation and your actions. (It’s normal to talk
about people you love. It’s normal to be nice to people you love. Have you ever gone to a
program to hear your child sing? ADORABLE. If you start singing, God will come.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 New King James Version - 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray
without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus
for you.

TIP: BE THANKFUL.
That means you appreciate everything He has already done. You are coming to Him to get to
know Him—not to just ask for stuff!
Psalm 100:4-5 New King James Version - 4 Enter into His gates with thanksgiving,
And into His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His name. 5 For the Lord
is good; His mercy is everlasting, And His truth endures to all generations.

TIP: ASK GOD WHAT HE WOULD LIKE YOU TO DO EACH DAY.
Then do it--you’ll need the Holy Spirit to help you.
Romans 8:12-14 Living Bible – 12 So, dear brothers, you have no obligations
whatever to your old sinful nature to do what it begs you to do. 13 For if you keep on
following it you are lost and will perish, but if through the power of the Holy Spirit you
crush it and its evil deeds, you shall live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are
sons of God.
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Acts 1:8 Living Bible – 8 But when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, you will receive
power to testify about me with great effect, to the people in Jerusalem, throughout
Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth, about my death and resurrection.”

TIP: LOVE PEOPLE.
God does not want to hang around meanies. Love is not a feeling. Love is an action
characterized by giving. The original word used for love is “charity”. In modern times, we
think of charity as giving money to those less fortunate. But charity (love) is much more than
giving money. Love is…
•
•
•
•
•
•

Giving forgiveness to those who have wronged us.
Giving another chance to those who have failed us.
Giving our time to those who need us.
Giving a hand to those who are helpless.
Giving mercy to those who do not deserve it
Love never fails.

Love retains its value in eternity.
1 Corinthians 13:1-3 Living Bible – 1 If I had the gift of being able to speak in other
languages without learning them and could speak in every language there is in all of
heaven and earth, but did not love others, I would only be making noise. 2 If I had the
gift of prophecy and knew all about what is going to happen in the future, knew
everything about everything, but did not love others, what good would it do? Even if I
had the gift of faith so that I could speak to a mountain and make it move, I would still
be worth nothing at all without love. 3 If I gave everything I have to poor people, and if I
were burned alive for preaching the Gospel but did not love others, it would be of no
value whatever.
Love is not concerned with “self”, love is focused on others.
1 Corinthians 13:4-7 Living Bible - 4 Love is very patient and kind, never jealous or
envious, never boastful or proud, 5 never haughty or selfish or rude. Love does not
demand its own way. It is not irritable or touchy. It does not hold grudges and will hardly
even notice when others do it wrong. 6 It is never glad about injustice, but rejoices
whenever truth wins out. 7 If you love someone, you will be loyal to him no matter what
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the cost. You will always believe in him, always expect the best of him, and always
stand your ground in defending him.
Love is forever. Spiritual gifts like prophesying, speaking in tongues, and preaching are
temporary.
1 Corinthians 13:8-10 Living Bible - 4 8 All the special gifts and powers from God will
someday come to an end, but love goes on forever. Someday prophecy and speaking
in unknown languages and special knowledge—these gifts will disappear. 9 Now we
know so little, even with our special gifts, and the preaching of those most gifted is still
so poor. 10 But when we have been made perfect and complete, then the need for
these inadequate special gifts will come to an end, and they will disappear.
The mature in Christ know how to love--being selfish is childish.
1 Corinthians 13:11-12 Living Bible 11 It’s like this: when I was a child I spoke and
thought and reasoned as a child does. But when I became a man my thoughts grew far
beyond those of my childhood, and now I have put away the childish things. 12 In the
same way, we can see and understand only a little about God now, as if we were
peering at his reflection in a poor mirror; but someday we are going to see him in his
completeness, face-to-face. Now all that I know is hazy and blurred, but then I will see
everything clearly, just as clearly as God sees into my heart right now.
Of all the virtues, love is the greatest.
1 Corinthians 13:13 Living Bible 13 There are three things that remain—faith, hope,
and love—and the greatest of these is love.
With Christ in our hearts, we can love people.
One way to nurture love for people is to pray for them. Prayer stirs up goodwill in the heart
towards the one you are praying for. If you love someone, pray for them. If you don’t like
someone, pray for them. If someone is your enemy, pray for them. Did
Love overcomes evil.
Romans 12:21 New King James Version - 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome
evil with good.
1 Timothy 2:1-4 New King James Version - 2 Therefore I exhort first of all that
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, 2 for kings
and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness
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and reverence. 3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who
desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
•

Know God’s methods of communication: God can and will use anything and
anyone to get a message to you: Your pastor, the Scriptures, a child, a billboard
sign, a song, nature, a dream, a vision, an angelic visitation, a still small voice,
consequences, audible voice, a text message (I know a lady who got a text
message from God!), a book you’re reading, timing (cross check significant time with
scripture references), signs in the sky and heavens, write God a note—He’ll answer
back, and so on….the more you acknowledge God’s methods of
communication, the more you’ll realize that He has been trying to
communicate with you all along.

TIP: HONOR, OBEY & CULTIVATE A RELATIONSHIP WITH THE HOLY
SPIRIT.
The Holy Spirit Is God.
•

•
•

•

Genesis 1:1-2 New King James Version - 1 In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was
on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the
waters.
1 John 5:7 New King James Version - 7 For there are three that bear witness in
heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one.
Colossians 2:9-10 The Living Bible - For in Christ there is all of God in a human
body; so you have everything when you have Christ, and you are filled with God
through your union with Christ. He is the highest Ruler, with authority over every
other power.
Romans 8:11 New King James Version - 11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised
Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give
life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.

Once you are saved and have made the decision to live for Jesus, it is vitally
important to be full of the Spirit of Christ. Having the Holy Spirit in our lives is the
confirmation that we have received salvation.
Romans 8:8-10 Living Bible - 8 That’s why those who are still under the control of
their old sinful selves, bent on following their old evil desires, can never please God. 9
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But you are not like that. You are controlled by your new nature if you have the Spirit of
God living in you. (And remember that if anyone doesn’t have the Spirit of Christ living
in him, he is not a Christian at all.) 10 Yet, even though Christ lives within you, your
body will die because of sin; but your spirit will live, for Christ has pardoned it.
Remember, the Holy Spirit comes into your heart (life) after you receive Jesus into your
heart as your Lord and Savior. So if you are born-again, you do have the Holy Spirit.
1 Corinthians 1:11-14, New King James Version - 13 In Him you also trusted, after
you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed,
you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is the guarantee of our
inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.
The gift of speaking in tongues as a prayer language is available to ALL believers.
Just pray and ask God for this gift. Some believers never manifest the gift of speaking in
tongues (which is just one of nine gifts of the Holy Spirit) because perhaps at some level
they are not comfortable with it (it seems scary to them or too strange to believe) or they
over-think it (too analytical).
After you pray to the Lord for this gift—believe you receive the gift of a prayer
language because the Bible says the Lord will freely give us the Holy Spirit.
Luke 11:10-15, New King James Version - 10 For everyone who asks receives, and
he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. 11 If a son asks for bread
from any father among you, will he give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give
him a serpent instead of a fish? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?
13 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more
will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!”
James 1:5, New King James Version - If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God,
who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.
Now I will share with you how I received my prayer language. Mature Christians
prayed for me to receive the gift. Nothing happened immediately, but later that night when I
was at home alone, I tried to speak in tongues again based on the following instructions...
Just put your mind on the Lord and begin speaking (without using your normal language,
such as English). This is an act of faith and it is also where most people stop because this
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doesn't make sense. However, just begin uttering something (just like a toddler learning to
talk would). Amazingly the Holy Spirit will take over-- the nonsense words will begin
sounding like a language. In your mind, you should begin understanding what is said. (This
sometimes takes time as you develop in this gift.)
Often after you pray in tongues, even though you might not understand the interpretation,
you will feel as though a load has been lifted. Many times, you will receive the answer to
the problem you could not figure out. Suddenly, the prayer request that seemed delayed is
answered.
The Holy Spirit is gentle; He will never over-ride your will and force you to manifest
something that bothers you. The Holy Spirit will help you pray and intercedes for you
whether you ever speak using a prayer language or not.
Romans 8:26-27, New King James Version - 26 Likewise the Spirit also helps in our
weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit
Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 27 Now He
who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes
intercession for the saints according to the will of God.

How Can I Tell I Have The Holy Spirit?
The primary way you know you have the Holy Spirit is the fruit of The Spirit manifesting
in your life.
Galatians 5:22-23 New King James Version - 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control.
Against such there is no law.
Another sure sign that you have the Holy Spirit is if you have a tender-heart that doesn't
want to sin and repents if you do sin.
John 16:7-9 Holman Christian Standard Bible - 7 Nevertheless, I am telling you the
truth. It is for your benefit that I go away, because if I don’t go away the Counselor will
not come to you. If I go, I will send Him to you. 8 When He comes, He will convict the
world about sin, righteousness, and judgment: 9 About sin, because they do not believe
in Me;
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The greatest gift we receive from the Holy Spirit is the ability to love.
1 Corinthians 13:8-13 New King James Version - 8 Love never fails. But whether
there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether
there is knowledge, it will vanish away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part.
10 But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done
away. 11 When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a
child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things. 12 For now we see in a
mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I
also am known. 13 And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of
these is love.
NOTE: The nine gifts of the Holy Spirit are: 1) Word of Wisdom 2) Word of Knowledge
3) Faith 4) Gifts of Healing 5) Working of Miracles 6) Prophecy 7) Discerning of Spirits
8) Divers (or different) kinds of Tongues 9) Interpretation of (different) Tongues. READ
1 Corinthians Chapters 12, 13 and 14 to learn more.
The Holy Spirit will be with you until it is your time to go home to be with the Lord or
the Rapture of the Lord's church, whichever comes first.
Ephesians 1:13-14, Living Bible - 13 And because of what Christ did, all you others
too, who heard the Good News about how to be saved, and trusted Christ, were marked
as belonging to Christ by the Holy Spirit, who long ago had been promised to all of us
Christians. 14 His presence within us is God’s guarantee that he really will give us all
that he promised; and the Spirit’s seal upon us means that God has already purchased
us and that he guarantees to bring us to himself. This is just one more reason for us to
praise our glorious God.
1 Corinthians 6:19, New King James Version - 19 Or do you not know that your body
is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not
your own?
You will feel God's love come into your heart and feel His presence.
The Holy Spirit will help you become more and more like Jesus Christ every day. This
process is called sanctification. It is a PROCESS. You should have a desire to do what
pleases God. IF you sin, repent of that sin as soon as you realize it and God will forgive
you. Then ask the Holy Spirit to help you overcome that temptation.
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1 John 1:9 New King James Version - 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
John 14:14-20 Living Bible - 15-16 “If you love me, obey me; and I will ask the Father
and he will give you another Comforter, and he will never leave you. 17 He is the Holy
Spirit, the Spirit who leads into all truth. The world at large cannot receive him, for it isn’t
looking for him and doesn’t recognize him. But you do, for he lives with you now and
some day shall be in you. 18 No, I will not abandon you or leave you as orphans in the
storm—I will come to you. 19 In just a little while I will be gone from the world, but I will
still be present with you. For I will live again—and you will too. 20 When I come back to
life again, you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.
Romans 8:12-14, Living Bible - 12 So, dear brothers, you have no obligations
whatever to your old sinful nature to do what it begs you to do. 13 For if you keep on
following it you are lost and will perish, but if through the power of the Holy Spirit you
crush it and its evil deeds, you shall live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are
sons of God.
God Himself dwells within us through the Holy Spirit and He helps us to live holy.
We are to become a living sacrifice.
Romans 12:1-3, Tree of Life Version - 12 I urge you therefore, brothers and sisters,
by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice—holy, acceptable to
God—which is your spiritual service. 2 Do not be conformed to this world but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may discern what is the will of
God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.

TIP: But I Don’t Feel the Presence of Holy Spirit. What’s Wrong?
As you dedicate your life to Christ, you will feel and experience His peace and love more and
more. Sin and disobedience disconnect us from experiencing God's presence. If you are a
Christian and you do not feel God’s love or the presence of the Holy Spirit, the culprit may
be…
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1. You may have grieved the Holy Spirit through sin. If so, acknowledge your sin and
repent.
Psalm 51:9-12 New King James Version - 9 Hide Your face from my sins, And blot
out all my iniquities. 10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit
within me. 11 Do not cast me away from Your presence, And do not take Your Holy
Spirit from me. 12 Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, And uphold me by Your
generous Spirit.

2. You have a guilty conscience about your sins even though God has forgiven you.
Do not allow the enemy to sabotage you with a guilty conscience once you have
acknowledged your sins and asked God to forgive you.
Romans 8:1 New King James Version - There is therefore now no condemnation to
those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to
the Spirit.
3. You may be in a season of testing. You have not sinned, but God is silent because
He is allowing you to be tested. We can only tell what we have mastered through
testing. Faith is tested by not seeing, hearing, sensing what you believe. After Jesus
was baptized the Holy Spirit sent Him into the wilderness for testing…
Matthew 4:1-11, The Message - 1-3 Next Jesus was taken into the wild by the
Spirit for the Test. The Devil was ready to give it. Jesus prepared for the Test by
fasting forty days and forty nights. That left him, of course, in a state of extreme hunger,
which the Devil took advantage of in the first test: “Since you are God’s Son, speak the
word that will turn these stones into loaves of bread.” 4 Jesus answered by quoting
Deuteronomy: “It takes more than bread to stay alive. It takes a steady stream of words
from God’s mouth.” 5-6 For the second test the Devil took him to the Holy City. He sat
him on top of the Temple and said, “Since you are God’s Son, jump.” The Devil goaded
him by quoting Psalm 91: “He has placed you in the care of angels. They will catch you
so that you won’t so much as stub your toe on a stone.” 7 Jesus countered with another
citation from Deuteronomy: “Don’t you dare test the Lord your God.” 8-9 For the third
test, the Devil took him to the peak of a huge mountain. He gestured expansively,
pointing out all the earth’s kingdoms, how glorious they all were. Then he said, “They’re
yours—lock, stock, and barrel. Just go down on your knees and worship me, and
they’re yours.” 10 Jesus’ refusal was curt: “Beat it, Satan!” He backed his rebuke with a
third quotation from Deuteronomy: “Worship the Lord your God, and only him. Serve
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him with absolute single-heartedness.” 11 The Test was over. The Devil left. And in his
place, angels! Angels came and took care of Jesus’ needs.
Jesus passed His test by standing in faith on the Word of God. We must do the
same in seasons of difficulty or silence. God will reveal Himself again to us when
the test is over.

Following the leading of the Holy Spirit…
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

Brings joy to everyday life
The Holy Spirit gives us power to display the character of God
The Holy Spirit gives us power to be a witness for Jesus Christ
The Holy Spirit gives us power to do signs and wonders in the name of Jesus and
The Holy Spirit gives us the ability to have communion with God.
The Holy Spirit helps us endure. The closer we get to Jesus’ return for the His
Church (the Rapture or “catching away”), temptation and deception will increase
dramatically. Watch the video below to understand more...
Watch "Pray that You Do Not Enter into Temptation—Endure through the Spirit of
Christ." https://youtu.be/Baw6wIRxaJc (Get the video notes https://tinyurl.com/yby28bgg )
Mark 14:38, New King James Version - “Watch and pray, lest you enter into
temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT HOW THE HOLY SPIRIT
•

Read Romans Chapter 8, Galatians Chapter 5 and Hebrews Chapters 12.

•

Read “Bible verses about the Holy Spirit” - https://biblereasons.com/holy-

spirit/
•

Watch "How to PERFECTLY Hear the Voice of the Holy Spirit" by Allan Parr on
YouTube - https://youtu.be/VmIQugKwLK8
NOTE: This is the only video I have watched by Allan Parr, so I don't know much
about the rest of his videos or about his ministry. However, this video is biblically
accurate and as far as my experience with the Holy Spirit, this message is spot on
and very concise.

77

•

Watch “Holy Spirit” by The Bible Project
https://thebibleproject.com/explore/holy-spirit/
Check out www.thebibleproject.com - Visual storytelling meets the Bible. Watch
animated videos explaining the nature of God, the bible, including a visual summary
of bible chapters, major themes and basic teachings. This is one of my favorite
sites for growing quickly in the Lord. The Bible Project is also on YouTube.

TIP: How Do I Repent? How Can I Tell If God Forgave Me?
Repenting of our sins is simply being honest with the Lord and acknowledging our
responsibility for our sins and asking God to forgive us. God's process for repentance from sin
is...
ONE: Confess your sins to the Lord. (Pray out loud.)
1 John 1:9 New King James Version - 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
One woman I know was having difficulty speaking a prayer of repentance because of demonic
oppression. She wrote her prayer of repentance to the Lord and the Lord delivered her the
same day. You can also say or write your own prayer too--write your sins down on a piece of
paper (as many as you can bring to mind) and then ask God to forgive you and help you not to
do those things again.
Use the Lord’s Prayer from the Bible as a guide:
Matthew 6:6-14 New King James Version - 6 But you, when you pray, go into your
room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret
place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly. 7 And when you pray,
do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do. For they think that they will be heard for
their many words. 8 “Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things
you have need of before you ask Him. 9 In this manner, therefore, pray:
Our Father in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name.
10 Your kingdom come.
Your will be done
On earth as it is in heaven.
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11 Give us this day our daily bread.
12 And forgive us our debts,
As we forgive our debtors.
13 And do not lead us into temptation,
But deliver us from the evil one.
For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
14 “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.

TWO: Repent (turn away from that sin and resist it with all your heart)
•

•

1 Corinthians 10:13 New King James Version - 13 No temptation has overtaken
you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to
be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the
way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.
James 4:7 New King James Version -7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil
and he will flee from you.

THREE: Renew your mind so that you do not fall back into sin.
Romans 12:2 New King James Version - 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but
be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and
acceptable and perfect will of God.

TIP: HOW DO I RENEW MY MIND SO I DON’T PRACTICE SIN.
ONE: Praying and spending time with God (be thankful, ask for help, talk to God, worship
and praise God through song, etc.) I call this "Son-bathing"--just soak in His Presence and
keep going to Him for help.
Hebrews 4:14-16, New King James Version - 14 Seeing then that we have a great
High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold
fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with
our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us
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therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace
to help in time of need.
TWO: Reading, studying and listening to the Word of God--even memorize scripture so
you can quote it out loud.
Ephesians 5:24-27 New King James Version - 24 Therefore, just as the church is
subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything. 25 Husbands,
love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26 that
He might sanctify and cleanse her with the WASHING OF THE WATER BY THE
WORD, 27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or
wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.
THREE: Meeting with other believers (Go to church or a small group bible study or home
church. This serves as accountability and it is Jesus Christ’s method for equipping His Body of
believers.)
Hebrews 10:25 Living Bible - 25 Let us not neglect our church meetings, as some
people do, but encourage and warn each other, especially now that the day of His
coming back again is drawing near.
The more we fill ourselves with God's presence, the less we will want to sin. Imagine a
beautiful crystal glass (a Christian) full of a toxic substance (sin). Do you throw the glass
away? No! You just clean it by filling it with soapy water (the water of the Word of God) until
eventually there is no residue of the toxic substance (sin) left. The Word of God will wash the
sin out of your life.
This process is called sanctification. Jesus paid for all of our sins on the cross. So when
we accept Jesus' sacrifice for our sins and commit to following Him, we are saved by faith in
Jesus Christ. Our spirit is born-again and has no desire to sin. Our soul (mind) must be
retrained to obey God instead of our fleshly desires. The soul (mind) can choose to sin or
choose not to sin.
This is an example the Lord gave me to help understand sanctification...
Imagine someone (Jesus) buying a home (You)--it is an older home that has experienced
"wear and tear". The house is PAID FOR but it needs some fixing up. There are many things
that need to be restored. It has beautiful hardwood floors of a very high quality. So, He (Jesus)
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decides to start with the hardwood floors (one area in your life that needs work)--they have
years and years of stains and scratches. Since The Owner is "The Carpenter" (Jesus), He
knows that He can restore the hardwood floor to its original beautiful state. He sends in His
Helper (the Holy Spirit) to begin the long process of stripping the old stains (sinful behavior and
its residue) off the wood. Finally, after much scrubbing, buffing and patching (repenting and
renewing the mind), the floor is finished. It's beautiful and everyone admires it. Now, on to the
kitchen--it still needs work!
As believers we are "PAID FOR" by Jesus Christ. But we are in the process of
restoration. Jesus is proud of His "fixer-uppers". One day we will be completely transformed
into the image of Jesus Christ.
Hebrews 10:14 New King James Version - 14 For by one offering He has perfected
forever those who are being sanctified.
1 Corinthians 15:52-54 Living Bible - 52 It will all happen in a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye, when the last trumpet is blown. For there will be a trumpet blast from the sky,
and all the Christians who have died will suddenly become alive, with new bodies that
will never, never die; and then we who are still alive shall suddenly have new bodies
too. 53 For our earthly bodies, the ones we have now that can die, must be transformed
into heavenly bodies that cannot perish but will live forever.

TIP: WALK IN TRUTH.
The more honest you are with God, yourself and others the better. God answers honest
prayers and helps honest people. God hates lying.
•
•

Proverbs 12:22 New King James Version - 22 Lying lips are an abomination to the
Lord, But those who deal truthfully are His delight.
John 8:31-32 Living Bible - 30-31 Then many of the Jewish leaders who heard him
say these things began believing him to be the Messiah. Jesus said to them, “You are
truly my disciples if you live as I tell you to, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth
will set you free.”

You already know Jesus, when you see Him it’s like: “Oh, yeah…I
remember You! Not—who are You?”
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1 Corinthians 13:12-13 New King James Version - 12 For now we see in a mirror,
dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am
known.13 And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.
Don’t be discouraged if you have not had a supernatural encounter with the Lord yet. Abide in
faith, hope and love, knowing that the Lord loves you now and until the day you see Him face
to face.
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